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events has eſtabliſhed the W of my arguments, relative 


to the French, beyond the poſſibility of a reply: admiral Keppel has 

thought proper to open the career of glory, and war with France 1s 
no longer a mini/terial problem. Our hopes and confidence iti this 
brave and gallant commander are therefore already juſtified, and we 


HILST the following ſheets were printing, the natural courſe ß 


could not have begun this war under more favourable auſpices, 1 


have ſaid, < that before we can eſtabliſh a treaty with America, we 
e ought to render it deſirable to them, and preſent them a hand 


<< do thy of their acceptance: victories over our real and common ene- 


my are the only means of rendering that alliance repectabli, and 
a ſtrengthening thoſe ties of friendſhip which we may now form again; 
provided the meaſures of the cabinet ſhall ſecond the bravery of our 


naval officers, who are now, fortunately for the nation and for their 


own honour, out of leading-ſtrings. 


The late event muſt produce one of the following effects: either t Þ 
nt home defeated, 


French fleet will come out of Breſt, to be partly 
and partly to be carried into our ports --- or they will remain at an- 


chor in their harbours, and thereby ſufficiently acknowledge their ina- | 


bility to cope with us: this will convince the Americans, much 


is not to be preferred to Great-Britain.. 


fooner than our parliamentary declamations, that their impotent ally |} 
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Do not ;loſe APE, 10 thankin me for. my. trouble; yc r gratituds 
are not my am: if my. does will land the ell, la 1. 
tons, and I ſhall be ah rewarded. + Indifferent as Jam ig e os vill 
5 you ſucceſs, and hope 11 18 not too ] te for your, lord p$:to; rettieve the 8 
of the public. But the hohgur;of( reat-Brijain,, ac ieh e Happineſs of of my countrymen 
have. called me forth to tell you, in, this public manner, that you baye only, one op- 
| portunity ; left, to ſhew yourſelves worthy of. the t ruſt repoſed 1 in your hands < and 
1 that it is your intereſt, as well as duly, not to let it eſcape. WY 4 3 
Who i am, where I live, a LA men I fre Joh, are. queſtions entirely, fo- 
reign t to the, point. I ſhall, make it „in the, following pages, that whatever. 
may be my Connections, they TER — uence on my jadgement in matters of 2 
Equally independent of the heat bench, and the various parties. who aſſail it, l 
was never called to a minority-meetipg, nor taſted the ſweets of a penſion, place, or 
CONTRACT ; and, what is ſtill mgre extraordinary. i in our days, J ſolemnly declare, 
I never 270 accept of, any court. avaur, nor engage in any party; being N 16 yi 
convinced, that, none are fo, perfectly 1 in their yiews, as to preſerve theig i 
tegrity when they are in, lace... ebe yeh may doubt the; ſincerity of my — wh 
tion will rather betray if eir prigcipl es, han ban Ys pride, by judging of meion 
their own ſcale. yet 1 un 
My notions on politics will perhaps be the he. * zular, as I do not fide wich eb 
DERN, N Whigs, though of all men 1 am W oy the. be: pringiglet. N rie But; 
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who does not chooſe to rank with you, nor with! 


TOYS 


| Whiggiſn being reduced to a mere theatrical dreſs, i in which a man out of place ap- 
pears on the ſtage, and which he alternately 1 takes and leaves (like Sir William and 
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ſo fo cen diſgraced, In me you will find neither an enthuſiaſt for licentious liberty, 


nor a flatterer of deſpotiſm ; but the plain Engliſhman, who loves his country with 


fiogleneſs of heart, and glories 1 in the ſentiment. If. this picture does not tell you who I 
am, you will coriceive, my'lords, that it is of n material cohſequence to know one 


party of ybur oppottents, and 
is equally unknown at St. James s, Almack's, the Sgavoir-vivre, and Betty's political 


ſhop. 


But I ought not to ſpeak of myſelf. his is no time to trifle. Awake, my lords ! 


Think of the moſt important object that ever 70 the attention of miniſters. 


The defenders ( of the ſtate are called to the field, ouryfleets.are failed or under ſailing⸗ 
orders, and you ſeem to tremble ! Remember that you are Britons ; that the na- 


tion has not yet forgot its noble origin; that every boſom beats high with impatience 
and-valour; and that this is · the long with; 


Great-Britain! Live not in fear, my bords ; the lamentable change is from the beſt ; 


and, in our preſent ſituation, we have ſo lttle occalion to dread a worſe, FO we 
cannot but gain by the change. 


7 


6 4 A 


It were idle to examine Jour errors,” and to "repronch you with p aft obſtk 5 1 . 
wards the colonies,” and with your credulous reliance on "Galtico- Punic faith, we 
not neceſſary to'examine the means by which you may ſtill baffle the weachery of 


our neighbours. I confeſs much evil has been done; but it is now your buſineſs, 
and ſtill in your power, to counterbalance i its effects: provided your, lordſbips exert 
with ſpirit the firength that is entruſted 7 Your care, a calm may ſucceed to theſe 


ſtormy days; and, though England bleeds at all her veins, there are yet remedies to 


ſtop the dreadful hemorrhage ; "the will not bleed to death.” 8 


When you engage in ſo ſerious a conteſt, it is your firſt duty, my lords, to, be bold 


and determined, and, when you have marked your object, and properly laid your 


plan, not to give up the point till you have ſucceeded, or made amends to your 


country with your lives. Reflect that you have the honour to gies the moſt coura- 
geous, the moſt celebrated people on earth; that England was reſpected by the Ro- 
mans, the conquerors of the world; and, at a time when ſhe could ſcarcely « defend 


herſelf, that they could not keep her in ſubjection to the Imperial Eagle. 
Thank heaven, this example is not neceſſary. I need not mention the Ro- 
man period, nor look ſo far back in hiſtory for real Britons. Hawke, Keppel, 


Rodney, Briſtol, Byron, Amherſt, and many other heroes, till living, have acqui- 


red honour and renown amongſt us by their atchievements, and their names are juſtly 
conſecrated, in the temple of Fame, with thoſe of our moſt celebrated forefathers. 


It is true, Creſß. Poitiers, and Azincourt, were more glorious days than thoſe of 


Bunker 6-Hill, Trenton, Saratoga, &c. but have ae not, in the courſe of a ſew years, 


beheld the reduction of the Havannab, the annibilation 9 the French India- Company, 
#be Taking of - 11 thetr : Nands, and the conqueſt EL Canada? Are not wr defeat of Con- 


ans, 


or moment to recover the glory of 


it | 


1 


fla ns; the total deſtructioꝶ of the French and Spaniſh fleets, and the ſucceſsful fix, years ap. 


* 


Paltion of @ handful of Britons, in Germany, to an army of 4 hundred thouſand Frencb 
men, ſufficient teſtimonies, of our proweſs, when we have a proper enemy to con- 
tend with? ah 5 3 Heng | 


1 own, my lords, that, in thoſe days, of Great-Britain's glory, the. nation and the 
miniſters had bigh ſpicits ; that the Americans were our friends ; that unanimity 
reigned at home; and that oppoſition, reduced to a ſha ow, was not able, had it 


been willing, to divide us. Our victories, inſtead of being looked on as mournful 
days for half the nation, were days of triumph for all parties. The debates in our 


ſenates are eſteemed the ſafeguards of our conſtitution ; but at that time they were 
only the idle talk of a few diſcarded placemen, who had juſt ſtrength enough to fan 
the fire of our ſacred lamp in the parliamentary vaults, without any: power to go farther: 


#4 " EF k IF * ao n : K 1 0 U * * f þ i G3 a&'4 2 7 1 4 * 66 
their voice could not be heard amidſt the thunder-claps of war, and the rejoicings 


of ihe people; nor did the Btitiſh lion retite to reſt, till he had forced his nume- 
rous enemies to ſue for mercy. Much has been ſaid for and againſt the peace con- 

eluded at that time. Better negotiators ought perhaps to have followed the ſteps of 
the heroes I haye named; but I am ſtill of opinion that the peace was honourable, 
though it might perhaps have been more advantageous by a better diſpoſition. of our 
conqueſts, Could we reaſonably expect to put an end to the wat by keeping all, that 
we had taken from France and Spain? Certainly not. The returniog of a part of 
what we had conquered from them was the cement which ſecured to us the poſſeſſion 
of the reſt : a valuable iſland, the Newfoundland-fiſbery, and two large provinces, 
remained on our ſide by that peace; not to mention the recovery, of the important 
poſt of Minorca, and the glorious condition that the fortifications of Dunkirk ſhould. 
be demoliſhed, and the town itſelf remain free. T he greateſt fault we committed 
at that time was, undoubtedly, retaining too much in our hands. Would to hea- 

ven that Canada had been reſtored to France | the Quebec- act would not have paſſed, 
nor the colonies taken the alarm, on its evident tendency towards a miniſterial, or, 
in plain words, a deſpotic, government. e eee, ee e 


n 9 "Y 


I acknowledge, with thoſe who were diſſatisfied at that peace, that our navy had: 

attained the ſummit of glory, and our flag was triumphant in every quarter; that our 
detachments in Germany had proved victorious over a numerous hoſt of enemies, and: 
the miniſtry of Great-Britain were become the terror of the world. But I, have not: 
forgot how dear theſe ,adyantages were bought, and that, exhauſted by our rapid 
conqueſts, we could have added nothing to our ſucceſſes at the moment the 
peace was ſigned; the diſtreſs of our own people at home had ſufficiently proved that 
it was time to remove the g/orzous calamities under which we laboured. I own that: 
our ambition was not ſatisfied by the treaty ; but, had we been governed, in peace, 
by the ſame hands which conducted the war, (without preſuming to make too free 

with your lordſhips,) I am convinced that the empire would not at this day be divi- 
ded, nor our flag diſgraced by the moſt daring outrages. 

It is moreover a general rule amongſt nations, that there gught to. exiſt, if not a. 
real cauſe, at leaſt a fanding pretext, = the continuance of hoſtilities ; which was 
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of your ſituation, the "impatience of the people, the confuſion of our ſoldiers, and 
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not hp caſe che tis of gez Puli. 8 war dwell TT Wie difp utes 
colicerhing che Hmits of Canada: Bb t thele Tits were ſettled ät 8055 by 8 ceſs 


Hon of the Whole province tb the crown of Great: Britain, We Werl nat obliged 


then, as we are at this day, to take from. our enemies every poſſeſſion which we had 


805 th to eriquer ; nor Wis the Conte ſt {6 ſeficus ag at LEE ent. Charles XII. of 


TY ambition 6800 hot he⸗ witch vitoly, "wg nade a priſoner; ard 
5 fi ddr, fer Want of im 6deration'fh * prot 1 7 / Pre 4s now t remember 


That our troops Have always abquired the. each gi ry Sk the 00 BR Ce te mo⸗ 
eat truth, that a people 1 is 


ments; and b give the World a recent inftance of | 
5 mote dan rervus than When it has little « or nothing | 8185. e e e ee 

The events Which have ſucceeded to that peace hive made its advantages dpj peg 
mite problewatien) bat it 01 0 difficult t o accouht f. ft the! reateſt part f. e. 
without perfonally arral MOR Yoortordfhis 1 400 he 1 ibalterns n office. It has been 
often fad, and I repeat it from the wok Perſeck wo (fon, that the corruption and fu- 


kility of the age have occaſioned alle our misfortunes. _ Paris, Spa, Bath, the Pantheon, 
the maſquerades, and Newmarket, are the grounds: on \ which we baſe unthipkingly loft 


our Political conſequence.” Our tate for dreſs, our foreig gn! tufh 170 ideas and cuſtoms, 


have made us entire ſträngers! in En gland.” Wh”. ere W ; 7.4 not o ar advanced, towards 
our deſtruction, We may thank Prov. Ae 


1 us in the Career of profit Whilſt it 1 is "nl in 'our power to retorp. 1 


There is a great G in cen lords, that 4 558 been defeated in America, 
and (ſhameful to relate) in the cabinet of Verſailles, theſe ill "ſucteſfes' have damped 


| Jour ſpirits, and taught you to dread more fatal conſequences: in that reſpect. you 


are Hot to blame. And I dare even to aſſert, from what you, have done in re gard 


to the French, "that, wirh better information, you would not have proceeded | 1955 vio- 
lent extremes againſt the Americans. The ſeparation between the Nane d . 


and her colonies might have been retarded much longer. You would have had ſu 
ficient time to reflect on their increaſing power; to foreſee its natural conſequences, 


in proceſs of time; and, by a plan well- directed, to prepare this nation to remain (e- 
ven after the lofs of Ameribs) the moſt powerful of the globe. But to what end 


theſe refleftions, when it is too late to Eonfider What ſhould have been done ſome 
years ago? We muſt examine what muſt be done this day. America is indepen- 


dent! This firſt queſtion ought to be looked on as determined, You have now 
= : replies its loſs 1 this 1 is the ſecond point « on which 1 am to argue: : indeed, my 


taflc is not eaſy, thought it is far from being as difficult as yours. However, my lords, 


in ſpite of all obſtacles, I enteftain the hope that you will hot fail, if your plans are 
laid on better informations, and Executed ko] more pur than they hitherto have 


been. 


To begin with ſome appearance 'of ſucceſs, Ifeel, in all its extent, the uneaſineſs 


the danger of the empire. Let war breed peace, and the Britiſh thunder be. heard 


immediately all Over the ockan.” Inſtead of enly 6 at the reduction of America, 


(which, though i were zult, % now too late, ) openly court her hand; and, if you 


can 


ence | "that, WW your lordſhip $ bands, it Bath 
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E W 
dan determine her to an alliance, on any terms, unite-your forty with Kers as | {951 
1 as poſſible, to ſtrike thoſe treacherous nations who have fomented dt Witybi n; 
1 ach other. France] Spain! Holland! theſe are the common enemies of Great- 
A Britain and America. Alread they have divided our ſpoils in idea; ahd thr td W 
rr ä 11 LP {ho MDOP T4 7, * ZAS ede An 11410 * 3c 1 1 
e e eee e ee has been iherdaſed'x0'the vt- 
moſt,” by your ordſhips moſt unaccouptable and infatuated credufity.'' ** ft, 
I we are not entirely loft to reaſon and ſenſe, and if we mean ferioufly to ſucceed 
in the plan of retrieving our weight in Europe, we ought not to heſitate a ſingle 
America, and keep in view the real advantages of a NEW FAMILY COMP. oF, It 
edi fyi ei T2} AE . air es * 15 » 2 Fee n e 111 Ely 4.4 
is true that the Americans are tlie offspring of England; but they ate grown up, 
diſtinct; and, fince filial confidence is deſtroyed, a political one, founded on both 
fides on cautious treaties, ſhould be eſtabliſhed without loſs of time. This rel; urge, 
my lords, is left to Great-Britain, unleſs ſhe will raſhly contend for the ſhadow, 
A p76) 92 OF A0,.409- Di Vail $108 ede ALICE oo, oh 1692p 94 | 
that voracious ſhark, who, after having ſeized out American daughter, has turned 
this maimed: prey, like a ſhield, to meet the blows of its paregt. 
8 merica, by arms, is impracticable; let me conjure you, my lords, ot to indulge any 
1 farther the idle thought of coercive meaſures : gi once the imagi 
1 tilio which has hitherto deluded you, and fave the real honour of this great empire. 
It has, indeed, received the moſt dangerous wound that ever demanded the exert 4 
of miniſterial {kill ; but yet it ay be'hedled.” Give the colonies a noble exan 
| duced'to return to you. This muſt be your firſt lep towards the recovery of the, national 
them to abide by their treaty. with Fratice, and 16 preſerve their national dignity, by 
fulfilling every article of this firſt public act of ſovereignty, in regard to foreign, OW = 
1 ers; rely upon this, my lords, that the immenſe profits on which the French mer- 
1 impoſitions the colonies will be ſubject to, will be powerful advocates in favour of 
= Great-Britain ; and that the liberty of trade, left with the individuals in that coun- 
=o try, will ſoon induce them to renew their connexions and correſpondences in this; 
us the trade ofthe whole nation. | | 4 . 
Buy immediately withdrawing out trobps from their coaſts, repealing every obnoxious 
act, (either prohibitory or reſtrictive,) and paſſing one to acknowledge what we can- 


„ en ö 1 7 * rn N Na In enen 18 25 f 14 215. 0 
j under the Uo#k of neutrality, furniſhed the weapons, With which we wers kd degra 
ONES Ane $47 * 4906? ST” TELE ITT EE LP ian wes 4333 At eee 
ering ambition ſtops at nothing leſs than our utter ruin. Their wiſhes häbe been; but 
They 182.4 * 5 * 5 5 — . ie LOOT eee 442 
moment longer: we muſt abandon for ever our chimerical right of ſupremacy over 
8 claim 1 with the privileges of manhood. Their rights ought to be 
ra A | Noe: 2 *-7 Si: 241 | "LF P's 6 ; " of £9 B Eb F eee 131 „Ii 
whilſt the real object is ſnatched out of her hands by her enemy. Let us beware of 
i bn Un nu 2% ith 2: 2 75 F% 18 ieee y 18 01 200 Wal cies 
As you have already the fatal and moſt complete experien e thit coß 1 A- 
give up at once the imaginary Sunc- 
1 2 a >. 8 A a „iat | i 25 11 ii 89800 e 
worthy of their imitation, and return to them unconditionally, that they ma 
1 Were you apprehenfive that the wiſdom and prudence of congreſs ſhould induce 
1 chants will inſiſt, added to the bad quality of their various commodities, and to many 
F and, without 1 lordſhips being put to any trouble, may gradually bring back to 
not deny, (hie independency of Ametica,) you may not only put an immediate 
; 1 4 ; : RE : _ of = = ear . 88 4 * "TOY Ms 


. 


| 1 
eur mis ſortunes, but cauſe, ere it is long, a firm alliance to ſucceed to the moſt un- 
natural and hopeleſs war. | JO pe ONE 4; 8 ETD 4 ol. gd Ngo ale; 
Tes, my lords, unconditional advances ſhould now be made on the part of England; 
they are the only means of recalling America to us: you know it. Haſte then towards 
our brethren with open arms; the attention of the people is fixed on your conduct, and 
they cagerly wait the awful moment of undiſſembled, heartfelt, reconcilement. Mu- 
tual will be our forgiveneſs; and, in the general pardon, even the authors of the con- 
teſt may be included. Thoſe two perfidious governors, whoſe fatal correſpondence and 
Machiaveliſm alarmed the whole empire of America, while they deceived you by 
their reports, will be abandoned to contempt ; that weak general, who ſuffered in ſo un- 
| accountable a manner the firſt inſurrection of the people truſted to his command, will 
Himſelf partake of MxRcy, Your own errors, my lords, may perhaps be paſſed o- 
ver as the venial effects of miſinformation, and not of guilty neglect ; and your hands, 
l like the ſpear of Achilles, ſhall cure the wounds which they have made. 


$ x 1 


id Singular as the following opinion may appear to ſome parties, | have heard it 
Mt often debated and contended for ſeriouſly, that it would be more difficult for a new 
| ſet of men, in both houſes, to repair the injury England has ſuſtained ſince you were 


„ place, than for yourſelves to make your experience beneficial to your country. 
1 « The declamatory members of oppoſition (ſay the ſupporters of that opinion 
1 « might, perhaps, if called to the helm, be unable to manage it in the ſtorm, an 


I lead us to abſolute ſhipwreck. Our great hope now lies in the very faults, and in 

t te errors, of our leaders; becauſe their honour and ſafety are, at this moment, 
| * « intereſted %% GO AE ˙¼ y ĩðͤ . , 
| Theſe obſervations are thoſe of many Britons, who are neither your friends nor 


* 


* 


your enemies, and profeſs to be as independent as myſelf; though I do not admit the 
| whole of their arguments, I do not differ, however, with thoſe whom J believe well 
is informed. Above all, my lords, I fide with them, as often as I ſee groſs and perſonal 
' abuſe ſubſtituted to cenſure, when your lordſhips conduct is arraigned. I reſpect eve- 
ry member ofthe ſenate, whoſe views are upright, whatever party he may have adopt- 


it ed; but 1 heartily condemn thoſe who make it particularly their object to attack your 
character, more for the ſake of your places, than diſpaſſionately to convince. you 
[ I own that public prints, aſperſions, and parliamentary compliments, are trifling 
i objects for miniſters, ſince, by the conſtitution of England, an oppoſition muſt exiſt, 


at all times, in parliament and in the nation. Great men adapt their mind to this 
inconveniency; which is a confolation for their rivals, and an amuſement for the 3 
people: but ſeldom a puniſhment for themſelves, while they have the power in their 1 

hands. Some amongſt you, my lords, have been very ſevere opponents, and as ſe- 5 
verely oppoſed; therefore, you know better, than I can expreſs it, the effects of par- q 

Jiamentary ſpeeches upon a miniſter's feelings, and the motives which dictate them, 
I am apt to think, by your perſeverance in office, that the effect is not very great. But 

ſhall I intreat your lordſhips to permit me to create a new kind of oppoſition, in all 

probability more perſugſive than ail others; and to draw a line between the men and 

| miniſters, within your own breaſts: What would you ſay on the ſtate of our affairs, 

5 | | | Mere 
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were you leſsintereſted in the events? It would be cutious to hear you acknowledging 


i 
* 


een ß 


abu that all the arguments of oppoſition are far behind- hand with your conſciences. | | 
At the head of the orphan minority ſtill methinks I view the auguſt ſhade of the 


moſt illuſtriois and moſt celebrated ſtateſman of the age; who, dying teſpected by 
all parties, at a moment when he condemned them all, will be ever an example to all 


miniſters and their opponents. Proſtrate before the manes of CHAT HAM, let me 
acknowledge, with him, that it was indeed the inteteſt of this country to oppoſe, to 


prevent if poſſible, the independence of America; and let me add my voice to the 


general opinion of my mournful countrymen, and to the declaration, in the houſe, of 
an honourable member lately returned from the deſpairing army on the continent, 
that this great miniſter was the only man who could have atchieved this once delicable 
enterprize, and to whoſe propoſals they would have liſtened with reſpect and confi. 


dence. His ſuperior knowledge of our force, reſources, and intereſts, the reſpect which 


his great qualities univerſally claimed from all men of penetration, the enthuſiaſm of the 
people at large, the partiality of the Americans in his favour, and his confidence in his 
own ſtrength, were the means by which America might have been ſubdued ; but now 


heaven has irrevocably determined her fate; the OREAT CHATHAM: is no more! 
His noble relation, graced with a blue ribbon, is a character much reſpected: 


but, I repeat it, CHATHAM 7s no more; and the venerable earl is too far advanced 
in his career to undertake a taſk ſo laborious, and honours, rendered, by our misfor- 
funes; & e t i. „ Soles? 0 00 
Ihe learned lord, who was the third member of this noble triumvirate, is juſtly- 
looked upon as an honour to mankind, and an ornament to the ſenate. © His abilities 
are acknowledged on all hands; but at this moment, my lords, he would be too 
much embarrafſed to adopt your way of thinking inſtead of his own, 'and therefore 
fit eafier on the wool-fack inactively, than in the cabinet to help in the execution of 
your plans, at the projecting of which he had not been conſulted, and which conſe- 
quently he could not conduct wth the ſame advantage as your lordſhips. 


I much reſpe& that noble duke, who made it his principal ſtudy to find out the 0 


deficiency of your plans, and the weakneſs of the empire; but I cannot reconcile! 


my ideas with his views, or admit the propriety of his enquiries. Granting that all 


his grace's motions were neceſſary, was it not poſſible to come to that end in a mode 


leſs dangerous to the ſtate? Though I agree with that noble ſenator on the ftrength 
of many of his arguments, and the preciſion of his accounts, yet I am of opinion 
that a peer of Great-Britain would have acted with more conſiſtency had he been 
more cautious. His grace's conduct has found apologiſts, and he is not without re- 
ſpectable partizans; but it is of them that I will aſk whether a PritonaQts with propriety 
in openly expoſing the diſtreſs of his country, becauſe his antagoniſts in adminiſtration 
have done wrong. Was it not enough (if the charges againſt your lordſhips are 
true) that you had endangered the empire, without every particular circumſtance, 
which might enable France to attack us with more advantage, being pointed out to 
that nation by the moſt impolitic diſcuſſions which were ever agitated in public? 


Let ſophiſtry contend that theſe motions opened the eyes of the people; ſtill it is in- 


FAY 


controvertible 


* | 
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controvertible that the i ſhone as clearly, beyond the channel, dt the 
thought of revenge in the boſoms of twenty: four millions of enemies, and flaſh 
viction on the French miniſtry, Who before ſuſpected our defenceleſs ſtate 1855 aid 
the doubtful, information of ſome obſcure ſpies... It is a fact, no leſs notorious than 
| alarming, that they haye proceeded, ſtep, by ſtep, on the knowledge which they ob- 
tained from our parliamentary debates; and fill ue went, an in aun ei 70 en- 
lighten them! The privileges of peets and members of parliament are certainly very 
| extenſive; but, if they; have a right; to ſpeak without reſetve, 18 there no will om to 
check the reſentment or (if — 4 will have it ſo). the zeal. of a ſenator? Their 555 | 
| bates are free; but, ſince. they cannot be kept Naber through the bad policy 0 
Ss Houſe, or perhaps the hired — of the officers attending it, was it har 
to. ſpecify- minutely the amount of our forces and reſources, for the pleaſure; of re- 
proaching a miniſter, with i ignorance and want, of abilities ? This conduct ſomewhat 
reſembles the ill- zudged contrivance-of that man, who p ſon da whole, pond, in or- 
der to deſtroy. a fe pikes. 

As a peer of, Great Britain i is at Wein to move for every ee he thinks advan- 
tageous to his country, it is much to be lamented that the nobleman, who gave up 
his military honours for the wreath of patriotiſm, thought ſo late of moving for: a ſecret 

nittee, to examine the expenditure of public. money: Had this ſecret committee 
been moved for, when an account of the ſtate of the nation was demanded, and 
had the members of the committee pledged their honour, not to ſquander, their know- 
[| ledge, France would never have been, exactly, informed of our ſituation; the num- 
is ber of ignorant travellers, who yearly repair to England, and the. informations = AJ 
ambaſſadors, giving ſo-many different, accounts of its forces, that I coincide. in opini- | 
an with;that-goble lord, who ſaid, ** that the court-calendar contained the moſt accu- 
© rate of all the accounts ever laid before a French miniſter,” The minority peer, who 
moved for a ſecret committee, has only miſtaken the object on which that committee 
| was to lit ; no matter how publicly the expenditure of the money is inveſtigated, when 
if a miniſter is conſcious of his innocence, and may bring in fi&:ttous accounts for ſecret 
4 ſervices, inſtead; of ſpecifying. thoſe articles, which his prudence forbids him to men- 
tion. The real objects to engroſs. the attention of a ſecret committee, at a moment: ſo, 
precarious, were thoſe which have been ſo publicly. canvaſſed, the returns of our 
troops, the accounts, relative to our navy, and to the ſtate of the nation in all; its 
branches. 1 7 
The warm and ſoldier-like ſtile by that FEY carl mh TH 8 the 2 for 
the ſenate, manifeſts his lordſhip's good intentions: we ought to regret that the diſſi- 
pation of his youth kept him ſo long from buſineſs, and prevented him from quali- 
fying himſelf. more attentively for the ſenatorſhip. Had the noble earl begun his ; 
parliamentary career when he enliſted at N ewmarket, no doubt he would have ſubs- a 
ſtituted, to the bitterneſs of his ſpeeches, more forcible arguments, and added more 
knowledge to his natural abilities; which, by having been ſo long neglected, are de- 
prived of the neceſſary requiſites to 3 a, perfect ſtateſman. His lordſhip, con- 
ſcious of this truth, is of all your eee the moſt Glintereſted | in his views, 
and. 
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oy by our misfortunes: the beſt reaſon, 


moſt important moment to England, would, in all 


C43 


and does not appear deſirous of coming in, though he ſeems moſt anxious to ſee you 
out. 


I honour the panegyriſt on the Spartan courage of Britiſh ladies; and truly the 


fertility and gaiety of his imagination, in ſuggeſting reſources, is highly * 
ble: however, his paradoxical hypotheſis, that America may ſtill be reduced to de- 


pendency, at a time when England cannot poſſibly enforce it, induces me to con- 
clude that the noble earl has rather ſhewn a want of information, than diſplayed to 
advantage his political talents. Adding to this his lordſhip's ideas of internal de- 


fence, it becomes very probable, that even under the banners of our general of Ama- 
Zons, we ſhould at leaſt have equal cauſe of fear and of confidence. 


The peaceable diſpoſition and honourable views of a noble marquis, who 1s one 


of the moſt reſpectable characters in theſe kingdoms, induce me to believe his op- 
1 poſition to your meaſures is without any intent of ſucceeding you, and completing 


the evil which various packs of hirelings charge him with having begun. Zis lord- 
ſhip's filence of late bears the moſt convincing teſtimony that his heart is much 

which could be given againſt his lord- 
ſhip's return to the helm, is, that he has too much dignity and Ld Hogour to ven- 
ture in ſo precarious a moment to loſe both. _ 

Though the abilities and integrity of the noble duke, whom Junius has ſo bitterly 
conſigned to poſterity, ſhould refute the. farcaſtic panegyriſt, who had very probably 
private views ; yet, the experiment which has been made of theſe abilities not an- 
ſwering our expectation in time of peace, the political preferment of his grace, in the 


ikelihood, open a door to a 
new kind of complaints : and I hope, for his grace's ſake, that he does not regret 


having given up his place in good time. 


In the number of your opponents, my lords, there are few who can flatter themſelves 


with having reſigned to government that aſſiſtance which they really wanted. A Britiſh 


duke has had that honour; ſince when he has been a very ſtaunch opponent of your 
meaſures, But, to me, his giving up a penſion does not imply that he is able to re- 
pair your numerous miſtakes, His talents ſeem indeed to promiſe a valuable mini- 
ſter ; but the moment is not arrived to exert them with advantage. Your taſk, my 

lords, ought to be performed before you may be permitted to retire And, amongſt al 


the noblemen I have mentioned, (although they are the principal characters of the nation, ) 
there is not one ji either to contend with you or to extricate us without your advice. 


There are many other reſpectable names on the proteſting liſt : but I have nearly 
deſcribed all thoſe of your opponents, in the upper houſe, who pretend to your 
lordſhips places; unleſs the naval duke and the naval earl, who have fired their broad- 
fides againſt you, thought a little of your places, when ſpeaking of national affairs, 
If, inſtead of arraigning you before the public, they had made it their care to collect 
memorials for your better information; they might, indeed, have loſt many an op- 


— portunity of ſhining in the ſenate, and in the public prints: but, in return, the 


would have earned the praiſe of a prudent conduct; and their very falence would have 


been of great ſervice to their — Count CEflaing Nonld, — {till be 


1 8 


ET. 7 

at Toulon, had he not been ſo ſtrongly invited to fail by the impofitic publica- 
tions of the ſtate of our navy; it ſeems indeed that we have entirely forgot, this ſeſſion, 
that the firſt requiſite in war is to be reſpected by the enemy we are to encounter, and 
to keep him in the utmoft darkneſs on the real ſtate of our forces, in order to keep 
him in awe. We have already loſt this advantage, and that of preventing the clearing 
of the Streights by the French; but heaven, my lords, will be ſatisfied, I hope, wit 
= humiliations, nor deprive us of the firſt victory; our ſituation would be too wretch- 
A oY 8 8 Mn 

In the houſe-of commons there are men of weight with the people, who have of- 
ten oppoſed you with propriety and vigour ; many amongft them are young and ſpi- 
rited, and have ſometimes had the advantage on their fide ; however, I take upon 
me to ſhew, that, for the exigencies of time, it is not eaſier to find furtable ſucceſ- 
ſors to your lordſhips, in the commons than in the houſe of lords. . 

The brilliant orator, ſo juſtly renowned for his eloquence and ſublimity, deſerves 
the reproach of having been too frequently heard in the houſe, and ſometimes 
caſting ſuperabundance of wit and knowledge on infignificant and trivial ſubjects: his 
harangues, with which the ſenate has been long familiarized, having appeared, at 
times, rather as looſe rhetorical declamations than parliamentary ſpeeches, . it is much 

to be regretted that this honourable member has not early ſet a greater value on 
bimſelf. Had he ſpoken only on important occations, and reſerved his torrents of 
_ Invincible arguments as battering artillery, we might have ſeen once more the en- 
thuſiaſt nation proclaiming a miniſter, and forcing him into the cabinet by her, ap- 
plauſes. This honourable gentleman may be properly compared to an imprudent 
general; who, inſtead of reſerving his courage for a day of battle, would daily ex- 

oſe his life in detachments and foraging parties; he might paſs for a brave man, but 


certainly not for a wiſe commander. . 5 | 

I pay due deference to the talents of that military orator, who acquired immortal 
honour by moving for a tribute of our reſpect and gratitude to the memory of the late 
ſaviour of this empire. His merits would ſtand in a very eminent line in the houſe, 
if his political principles were his own. Bur the eloquent ſoldier having choſen to 
give up his perſonal importance, by inliſting under the colours of a chief, has, by that 
connection, neceffarily leſſened the advantages which we might otherwiſe have derived, 
both from his abilities and his great knowledge of America. It is to be regretted that 
his deſcriptions have been conveyed in the embittered language of an opponent, ra- 
ther than the diſpaſſionate tone of an independent member, who ſpoke for the eſ- 
ſential ſervice of his country. | 1 = SE, 

Though his honourable friend, whoſe reputation: at the bar equals that of the Gre- 
cian and Roman orators, were not engaged under the ſame chieftain; yet the parti- 
cular ſucceſſion of ideas, which may be an exquiſite quality in an advocate, does not 
conſtitute the ſtateſman ; and the weight of a bon mot, or a ſarcaſm, is very deficient, 
when put in the ſcale againſt an argument. There is undoubtedly no office which 
this learned member could not fill, with the greateſt advantage, in the king's courts 
of juſtice; but the fenate and the cabinet may not ſait his abilities quite ſo well. The 
difficulty, my lords, is not zo find out your faults; but to repair them, * | 

| TY 


( 1 ) 


oo much ptaĩſe bamnot be 


whale -feelings, overpowered-by the fatal news of Chatham s kene to the Britiſu 
ſenate the ſtriking emblem of the whole : nation. Conſpicudus as 4 ſenator, and 


worthy of odrirbipett as a man, three artleſs panegyriſt of the late noble earl is every 


motion in Favour: vf this trat man's family, which-ſhall tranfmit to poſterity tie por 
trait of Chatham in its original brilliancy ef colours, uninjnted by the ruſt of time, 
If it were poſſible to find men able to replace your lordſhips, he — doubtieſs be one 
fot whote ſervices the nation migirt ecpect the greateſt advantage. But you 155 


dave, my dordz, to A efy the beſt politicians in not only to fill: your poſts, but 
— ywur plans ; alitl this Honourable: gemileman's abilities arial knowledge 
would not help him to unrabel them. 


Wer 


po gow of ſpirits, enriched wich the moſt extenfive knowledge, the only; requiſites 
_ ofa — * ; your lordſhips truſt obſtinate opponent, in the houſe of commons, 
would perhaps be the beft 
Ioldity of judgement being qualities not yet familia to this young member, the 
fate of à nation is a u te ſerious to be harurde on his prudence. Though this 


honourable member's enquiries, in the houſe of commons, ſhould not bear the ſtamp 


of his noble -<lation's cout in the upper houſe, yet this ingenious member has too 
much fire, and too Hale experience; to be admitted in the firſt line. In 7 
the ſecond, you are already apprived, u gene; ther he Has dere phys dociliy 
neceſſfury to remain under yeur eommand. 

Sir William's 


dered him conſpicuous. BuT the people unanimouſly agree that he can neither be 


Surtful o you, nor uſeful to them; I ſhall therefore: let him change his maſk, as 


_ often as it may ſuit his private views, without noticing the metarmorphoſis. 
Me ſhould judge ef ſpeeches by theig remliricable length and virulence, / rather 
than by the weight of their arguments, and the information they convey, if we 
meant to cn t that young 
creaſed by his abilities than by his quarrels in the houſe. A more minute {crutiny into 
His deelamations would tend to a diſcovery of their emptineſs, and make it appear 
that he often gives the heaters werba & votes, - preetereaque nibil. Happy would this 


Nation be if it did not labour under more eſſential evils than fall under the immediate 


cogniz ance ef this youth, who aſpires, in vain, to the honour of being cited as a 


public character. Though the noble father, and the two young brothers of this ho- 
nourable gentleman, always have their hands in the balloting-box on the no's ſide; 


yet the long-winded periods of the parent, the clamoruus ſpeeches of his third ſon, 


great way to prove either their talents or your inſufficiency ; ſo that it may be fately 
laid, my lotds, provided they ſheuld plant r 


ligence than their ſpeeches, the nation would never regain its loſt conſequence under 
the ircCtion of this pan > nant The eldeſt ſon and brother of thels honour- 


C 2 = | able 


given to an honourable member of ville privyreoundil, 


ray entitled to our affrctione He derives an additional claim to our thanks frond bis 


ecomptehenſive genius, brilliancy of . wit, agaivkneſi of repartee, 


qualified man to regutate the ſtate. Bur diſcretion: and 


d to 


frequent deſertions, added to his werhofity: in the houſe, bade ad 


ſenator, whoſe importance cannot be more in- 


and the ſilence of the laſt, added te their inſignificance with the people, do not goa 


political operations with no greater intel- 
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(12) 
gentlemen has differed of late, in political conduct, with his whole family : 


but I ſee no room to congratulate \ you, on this qld, any mon than to alarm 
1 feats with reſpect to the abilities of the reſt. 


It is true, that the thiſtle imported from a Northern country, which one of 1 | 


| my lords, would have plucked up from one place to plant it in another, has been 


found to contain a great admixture of bitters. But, on the analyſis, the bitterneſs 
having changed to inſipidity, there remains, alter Jolation, omg more than a flat 


unſavory caput mortuum. 


A more particular liſt of che minority We id not throw e drei Siren 
your uſual and moſt aſſiduous opponents. Some of them have not the art — 
that they wiſh to obtain places; others remember that they have formerly been xolxkS 


themſelves; and a few indeed follow the directions of their conſtituents and the dic- 
tates of their conſcience: The remainder are the various Focks : of diſcarded Apollos, 


reduced to the condition of private ſbepberds: however, all agree in two points, vis, 
that they are right, and you are wrong. It temains for you, my lords, to fefute their 
aſſertion by your future conduct, ſince, hitherto, the events bare proved, that if they 
go too far, and if you have not acted on mieten principles, you have at leaſt 
been unfortunate in every point: nevertheleſs, I fear it would be a very tickliſhiexpe- 
riment for the nation, in the preſent criſis, to let a minority take the reins of govern- 


ment into their hands, who ſeem ſo little intereſted to repair the loſſes which you are 


accuſed of having occaſioned. Many of them are worthy men and gallant enemies; but 
all are men, and the very faults, which might originate: with their neglect, would be of- 
ten laid to your charge, as the effects of your former omiſſions; ſo as to heap the meaa- 
ſure of your aac; Jong after you might have Jef the eee of _ 


_uffanus. 


As the very errors, with which. you. are rnd — your fate with: that 
of your country, it is my opinion, that we may entertain greater hopes of ſycceſs 
from your lordſhips adminiſtration,” than from that of any new ſet of men, who ſhould 
come in without that motive and that official knowledge which could enable; them to 


enter immediately upon action. A change amongſt you, my lords, would beſides 
occaſion a total change amongſt your numerous inferior agents in every department. 
Men with empty purſes would intrude wherever emoluments were in view; and too 


-greedily attached to their perſonal intereſt, they would perhaps neglect chat of the 
ſtate. Every private conſideration ſhould now give, way to public exigence; and e- 


very nerve be exerted to compenſate, our loſſes, and to recover that political impor- 
tance, which, ſince the happy revolution, we had proferved inviolate i in n Europe. fil 


the preſent unpropitious hour. 


Aſter having fully examined 1 opponents D my lords, 1 am 
perfectly convinced that there are no men amongſt them equal 70 you, and that 


they cannot boaſt of having in their number ſtateſmen of ſuch eminence as would 


govern the nation, at the prefent period, like your ſelves; and I again repeat, without any 


prejudice in your favour, that, with all the errors of your paſt adminiſtration, you 


are the moſt prop er n to continue at the head of our affairs; at leaſt you ought 
— 4s | ſe : | e | to, 
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to remain in office until you have brought us ſafe over the difficulties which have a- 
riſen during the period that you were employed. I have aſſigned the moſt cogent 
reaſons'in ſuppottof my opinion. 060 Un, 
Though I live in retirement, I often heut your names mentioned, and your pri- 
vate characters, as well as your official conduct, freely canvaſſed. Theſe are the 
topics of converſation in a ſmall eirele of politicians, where I ſometimes ſee your 
partiſans and antagoniſts ready to fight in defence of their reſpective principles, Be- 
ing of no patty myſelf, ſuch diſputes might afford a fund of amuſement to me, if I 
did not mournfully reflect on my poor country's ſufferings, whilſt the public prints 
daily diſtribute nonſenſe to thouſands, whoſe idleneſs, loquacity, and ignorance, 


ſpread it throughout theſe king don. ee 
Sometimes, my lords, one of you is ſtiled a good and honeſt man; another 
day thoſe with whom he fits in the ſenate accuſe him, ſome of downright villany, 
and ſome only of ignorance: now he is charged with the iniquities of contractors, 
and - zoith: forgetting to mention pri vate contracts to the board at which be prefides; now 
accuſed of playing tricks in the Alley, and managing the finances by the petty tricks. 
of a Jew: ſoon after extolled by his panegyriſts as a great financier; and then again 
decried as the ſquanderer of millions. The inſipid praiſe of thoſe who call him 4 
Faithful friend, a tender father, a good huſband, and a worthy charatter in the utmoſt 
extent of the words, is followed by the rank abuſe of envenomed tongues,' which, in 
the moſt: elegant city-phraſe, ſtile him a bloody-minded minion, whoſe head "ſhould 
anſwer to the nation for its loſſes. No ſooner has one of his opponents laid to his: 
ſole account all the horrors of the American war, than another acquits him of the 
charge, by contemptuouſly calling him the tool of a Scotch junto. After weighing: 
theſe various opinions, I conclude, in my corner, that the perſon: fo arraigned on the 
one hand, and ſo be- praiſed on the other, though neither a perfect being, nor the 
bad man which ſome have painted him, may perhaps poſſeſs a certain degree 
of irreſolution and credulity, which may have been injurious to this country. Had 
his lordſhip, two years ago, drawn together the thunder-clouds over the French and 
Spaniſh Iſlands, inſtead of truſting to the hollow proteſtations of national friendſhip: 
from old count Maurepas, the Americans would not have declared their indepen- 
dency, and your right of fupremacy would not have been called a HIMÆXRA. I 
am fully convinced, my lords, of the honeſty and integrity of this member of your 
corps; but, as ſome maintain the oppoſite qualities to be neceſſary towards making. 
a great minifter, I will not conceal my whimſical idea, that if each of thoſe who- 
arraign him, and each of his defenders, were to club a ſhare of their peculiar talents, 
the compound would be that political phœnix they have long wiſhed to behold. 
Next to his lordſhip is generally mentioned that one of your noble colleagues, who: 
was tried laſt war for a queſtion of military diſcipline. The ill ſucceſs of the Canada 
expedition, in certain circles, is excluſively laid on his ſhoulders. © His orders were 
_ «6 peremptory, ſaid ene; they were diſcretionary,” ſaid another, the expedition 
was planned by himſelf.” No: it was the work of the general, who failed in the 
attempt; who ought to ſuffer, not only for lofing the army under his command, but 


« 


"0 
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„ for having permitted the uſe of the tomahawk and ſcalp ning loi — % He was or- 
e dered 2 do.“ ' criesthe general's advocate, 22 maſt be brought to an 
« account for the captivity of Burgoyne, who would have been tried, and. certainly 
found guilty of cowardice, had he-retiggd, fince;ht was ordered to Force His way to 
e Albany: ' theſe arguments, my lords, appearing too numerous to be anſwered; motions 
are made, in the houſe of commons, te enquite whoſe head diſgraces the ſhoulders-on 
which it ſtands; and the miniſter is acquitted. Avommittee, to whom his lord hip fab» 
mits his conduct, and all the vouchers he has to ſhew in chis favout, pronounce (with | 
out hearing the general) that the miniſter has fulfilled his duty in the utmoſt entent. 
Still, however, his private character is arraigned by neus - writers ; and dhe man, tb 
whoſe pen the letters of Junius were once attributed, is ſtigmatiaed war want of a- 
bility” and courage, and the epithets of oruel, ſavage, and ſanguinary: his good namẽe 
is aſperſed, and the diſoontented party cry aloud for his diſeifion.” General Bur- 
goyne's arrival has heightened the intereſt of the ſcene; and fince the fotmal rupture 
between the miniſter and that officer is public, ſome amongſt your lordſhips ſeem mot 
averſe to the maxim, that a general ſacrificed now unt then does no harm do the fate. 
Were we to hear generals ſpeaking of miniſters, no doubt but they would retort the 
argument: but to what end all theſe necriminations? If it be the mens of throws» 


ing the blame upon the proper perſon, I wiſh the matter may be ſifted to the bot 
tom, and generals and miniſters be rewarded impartially, as they have deſerved it of 
their country; but, if they be only the idle contention of party, it were better they 
had not been touched upon. I BG partiſans, on both fides, are more buſy than ever at 
this moment, when fir W. Howe is expected; ſome to clear the generals, who com- 
manded the two armies; others to ſupport the miniſter, whoſe only fault, it is ſaid, 
conſiſted in having appointed a raſh officer to conduct an expedition, which required 


a cool and prudent commander; and, vice verſu, having beſtowed the — -of 


the great army upon a general, to whom a greater degree of a&iity would have been 
uſeful. This is, at leaſt, (if it be true,) a very capital error in judgement; I know 
not how it might be conſtrued otherwife by his lordſhip's warmeſt /panegyrifts. 

I acknowledge to have heard, with a ſomt offioers, high in rank, and 
reſponſible to government for their conduct, have ventured to indulge their private piques, 
and refuſed to correſpond with the ſecretaties of fate on bufiacis relative to their em 
ployments. Were it ſo, I pronounce, from my heart, that ſuch offences, ſubverſwe 
of order and difcipline, call for the moſt exemplary puniſhment on thofe who may 
have been guilty of them. An officer, in this country, may refuſe to be em- 
ployed ; but, when once he hath: accepted of a place, there are not two ways of 
performing his duty; and the maſt effential part is a perfect 1 between gene- 
rals and miniſters, in what concerns the ſervice — their country. _ 

1 am apt to think of the miniſter, againſt whom: ſo many arrows ane daily ſhot, 
that he was unjuſt to himſelf, in accepting the poſt he now holds in adminiſtration: 
he had recovered ſufficient importance, at one time, to be deemed a victim to 
court intrigues, and acknowledged a patriot. . His reputation deceived him; he 
thought too much of his powers when he devated his peace and his fame, in hopes 
& cutdoing his predeceſſors. Ther reins of government were, indeed, in an apparent 


ſound 
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ſound Nate when he alffittved them, though the moment after, they were fatally cut 
in his hands: this is the only excuſe he om make uſe of, to juſtify bis having entered 


on the miniſterial career, with ſo many chances againſt bim, At the ſame time, that 
thisexample ſhould warn other candidates not to venture too precipitately on the ſtormy 
ſea, in which his lordſhip is now tofling, his country, whatever may have been his 
miſtakes, may perhaps wiſh him to continue to ſuperintend his department, rather 
than a new ſecretary of Nate ſhould ſhine forth the wonder of a day, and loſe his 
We by falling the next. If it be a true axiom, that we may more eaſily pro- 


behold with compaſſion the moſt cruelly inſulted nobleman, that ever enjoyed 
the confidence of his maſter, at the head of another department, which was once the 
ſtrength and pride of Great-Britain, and which, it is to be hoped, repairing its tar-. 
niſhed hand and its immenſe loſſes, may riſe again to priſtine glory. I therefore: 


have thought it expedient, my lords, to liſten attentively to the particulars of that no 
bleman's public character: thus to difcover whether his lordſhip has been ſo deſpe- 


rately wounded by the envenomed ſtabs of printers, or by the acute darts of truth. 
From what I have heard on all fides, it is out of my power to pronounce, that he is. 


not guilty of very effentfal miſtakes, in his miniſterial conduct, as well as in his par 


liamentaty accounts. 

As a private man, che noble earl is ſaid to be chiifut;) full of wit and umu and 
inclined to indulge himfelf in the enjoyment of life: ſuch qualities may endear him to- 
gay companions rather than to his country. know that | have no right to examine a 
man's private life: but, when I follow his lordſhip into his domeſtic retreats; it is to- 
find him free from thoſe national cares which force the miniſter to appear. reſer ved, 
uncommunicative, and myſterious, There, no longer reſtrained myſelf by official 
etiquette, I ſhall frankly aſk him, why the departure of our fleets for their ſeverab. 
deſtinations was fo long retarded, and why the number of ſhips'in readineſs does not 
anſwer our exigencies, though his lordſhip pledged his word in the ſenate, ſo far 
back as three months, that he had then a powerful fleet ready to put to ſea? I need 
not wait for his diſtreſſing anſwers to lament, with my countrymen, that England. 
has been publicly inſulted, by different nations, without reſenting the injury, I 


know too well why it was not reſented. If it ſhould appear that we were forced to- 


pocket the affronts of our inſolent neighbours for want of a naval force, who is to- 


| be accountable to the nation for this diſhonour? 1 am greatly apprehenſive, my lords, 


that your chearful colleague will not find it eaſy to clear himſelf in this reſpect by his: 
promiſes, when actions ought to be the only vouchers of his abilities. But, taking; 
for granted that his lordſhip may have had great difficulties to ſurmount, was it not a. 
duty, perfectly in his power to perform, to free our own coaſts of Galkico- American: 
cruizers, and prevent the ravages of a handful of ſmugglers and bankrupts in the 
midſt of the Channel? When may a miniſter be called to account, if the exiſtence: 
of theſe wretched pirates is not to be attributed to a very extraordinary neglect? am. 
loath to accuſe; but, upon theſe occaſions, a Beiton's blood will take fire, and his 
indignation cannot be reſtrained, when the flag of his country, ſo often victorious in 


every lea, is now inſulted with! impunity by the fiſhermen of France. 


I can 


by our own flighteſt errors than by other mens groſſeſt faults, why ſhould his lord- 5 
tip be diſmiſſed? Surely, no man can be more enlightened. 


( 16 ) 


I cannot think of reproaching his lordſhip with the e of public money, 
in what are officially called f&#tious accounts and ſecret ſervices. Though I were e- 


ver ſo well aſſured, that theſe ſums had been employed in ſervices ſo very ſecret, as 


to leave no traces where they had paſſed, yet I ſhould look upon thouſands of pounds 
as trifling objects, when the fortunes of millions of men, and the honour of the na- 
tion, are at ſtake, I will go a ſtep farther ; I allow his lordſhip to have been unjuſtly 
accuſed of malverſations, or even of profuſion ; but where are our fleets, where the 


ſhips ſtationed to defend us? When will this; joyous and wirty nobleman conſider 


himſelf as the real arbiter of his country's fate, and that country as the arbiter of his own? 
1 hope to have ſhewn that I do not like to argue upon the principles of prejudiced 
men, nor ſuffer my judgement to be miſled by mere declamations. Though I love 
my country well, I ſcorn to bark at a miniſter becauſe be 7s 4 miniſter; nor do I ima- 
gine he deſerves to be diſplaced becauſe he has long been to. blame. The im- 
partiality, with which I here expreſs my ſentiments, ariſes from the hope of ſeeing 
the noble earl remedy, by a more judicious management, the deplorable con- 
: fuſion which reigns at preſent in his department. This great object in view, I ſhall 
not notice the virulent ſlanderers of his lordſhip. Would to heaven this miniſter had 
well ſupported the dignity of Great-Britain, and placed the navy on ſuch a reſpecta- 


ble footing as might have kept our enemies in bounds, and inſpired them with the 


conſcious fear of our ſuperiority: we ſhould then, without murmuring, behold him 
revelling in the pleaſures of life, chearfully vote him barges and palaces, and furniſh 
him with the means of gratifying each refined Epicurean ſenſe. 

None of you, my lords, had ſo ſerious duties to fulfil as the noble carl here 
mentioned; and perhaps not one has given ſuch fair openings to his antagoniſts, 
by his unperformed promiſes of manning our fleets with expedition, and his im- 


politic threats againſt our rival neighbours, that the day would come when France 


ſhould be called to account, May this check, which our pride has received, and 
_ which has made his lordſhip' s miniſterial reputation run ſo great a hazard, add to 
his actual zeal; and may Great-Britain experience, that ſucceſſes, after adverſity, 
are not only more honourable, but likewiſe more agreeably felt. 

At all events this department ſhould not paſs yet into other hands. A more cau- 
tious miniſter might perhaps wiſh to ſee our navy in better repair: but we have 
no time to loſe, and our fleets, ſuch as they are, muſt proceed to action. The French 


| ſhips are new, and well provided. Let us not forget, that, during the laſt war, 


we had more ſhips built in the dock- yards of Breſt and Toulon, than in our own; 


and that the heroes, who brought them into our ports, are ſtill in full vigour a- 


$3 - 


mongſt us. 


The departments of our two prentarten of ſtate, for fide affairs, being tranſ- 
formed to mere ſubaltern offices, ſuch a miſtaken idea of their want of importance has 
perhaps contributed to throw our affairs into their actual ſituation. France never 
could boaſt any other ſuperiority over us, than that which ſhe derived from a cauti- 
ous attention to that department; ſhe looks upon the miniſter, at the head of it, 
as her arſt miniſter, in peaceable times, and relies ſolely on his abilities, during a 


war, 
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war, e prepare: an adbantagecus peace. Had we been bstter Neck nge we 


ſhould have foreſeeny after being b often deceived by the prom 
Verſailles, that ſomething very extraordinary was on the carpet. Sound politics 
ſhould have appfized us of a treaty, which was announced by many previbus events, 


and which the moſt deſpicable paragraph-gatherers in this country ny predicted fix 
months before it Ws declaftd ni % nt batid een eee eee eee 


Thee art of politics conſiſts in diſbelieving evety equivocal e e of the/enemy, 


him not 


anch in telling from which he may draw poſitive concluſions, or which 


deemed the boſt politician, Officially no falſe aſſertions ban be made, bedauſe po- 


 tities would; in that caſe, be little better than common knavery. Miniſters can 


never bo at a lofi'for ſabalterns, to do the dirty work at foreigw courts, if they ate 
wanted; but laborious” men; of talents and ingenuity, and morebver Wahn 
Topunitich of integrity; ſhould always {ll the fit d ploy nd, e e ee 


In reſpect oſ integrity, our ſecretaries of ſtate, fot foreign Affaire, have merited 


great praiſe. They are noblemen of no ſmall deſerts; and, conſidering ihe in- 


difficult mig prove, that this was not ſufficient. atlgad onen 


The promoters of the French alliance with America, are ſo contemptible h ſet 


of adventurers, and the means by which that conne@ion: became gradually an abject 


been more effectually oppoſed, except that very notoriety which has, perhaps, re- 
preſented them as Wa rene objects of contempt. However, toi thoſe intriguers 
(beſides what may be laid to cp ſhare, my lords) we owe the feparation of our 
eolonies from the mother - country, ſome of thoſe men having found means to e- 
rect a trading company, under the miniſter's patronage, whilſt others, diſoountiug 
notes, gave them ſufficient eredit to enſnare the moneyed men who ventuted on cheir 
ſchemes, Thus the. groateſt event of the preſent age ſprang from the moſt des- 
picable origin. If, infteadof keeping up a oorreſpondence with cout Mau 
had ditected 
zbber, '2who/e principles are pretty well known by his tranſactions in the. Alley, and 

9 his repeated bankruptcies; and, if his correſpondent in Mallrool had, (two: years a- 
go,) in blunt terms, propoſed, by your order, to this honeſt gambler; to ſhare ſixty 
thoufend'pounds between ſome of his acquaintance, America had been this day 
Jvponderk: on England; and every obſtacle, which French intrigue! could throw 


in our way, had vaniſhed before the powerful taliſman. What might have been 


effected two years ago with fixty thouſand pounds, would, perhaps, ſix months af. 
terwards have required fix hundred thouſand, when Mr. de la Borde and his aſſoci- 
ates were intereſted in that clandeſtine trade. The patron and bis tools, at, that 


time, might eaſily have been bought, and would hens diſpoſed of America to your | 


ſatiskaction 3 Dr. Franklin, inſtead of being looked upon as a legiſlator, proBably 
might have had: the — to bo treated as the — 3 and, like him, have recen 
D ved 


ifes of the toutt af 


he may look upon as Val. The miniſter who poſſeſſes the moſt of this talent is 


proper footing on which our preſent politics ate aſtabliſhed, have probably done 
every thing that could have been expected from their depaseneut though i it is not 


of importance, were ſo notoriouſly public; that nothing can excuſe their not Having 


your emiffaries, my lords; to apply to one Parchandj\ wiftock- 
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ved a lettre de cachet, and taken up his reſidence. at Vincennes, till ſuch time 
ag be ſhould have been ſhipped off, and ſent out of the county... 
Heaven had otherwiſe; decreed the fate of the colonies; — the inſtruments 
.which effected that revolution were ſelected by its wiſdom, though they roſe from the 
duſt : whilſt. the greedineſs of a few ebſcure individuals inflamed the ambition of a 
greater number, we were ſtruck blind to our intereſts ; -and the French traffic 
with America, from being a mere job at firſt, became an object of importance. 
No ſooner had the French taſted the ſweets of diſpoſing to advantage their 

daloths, ſtockings, patched-ſhoes;: and rotten linens, in exchange for tobacco, iron, 
pitch, hemp, indigo, and rice, (in ſhort, all the valuable productions of that 
country,) than their views enlarged, and their ſpirits gradually roſe with their pro- 
its; m uſkets, cannon, powder, ſhot, and all ſorts of military ſtores; followed the 
articles of cloathing. Private contracts were entered into, at Nantes, Bourdaux, 
Havre de Grace, Li Orient, St. Malo, Dunkirk, &c. to provide the Americans 
with every neceſſary of which they ſtobd in want, at the moderate profit of 290 J. 
per cent. with this condition, that the French company ſhould take, in payment, 
the cargoes of. Engliſn prizes, at tbe: rate of 50 C. per cent. leſs than: their real 
value, and American goods like wiſe at 50/.' per cent cheaper than they formerly paid 


| them to England. ** 30219119 Ton n eich man: gange 16 
1 By means oß this advantagedus commerce, the Freneh company ſoon found, them- 
Telves proprietors of millions, and the miniſtry deeply engaged themſelves in the af- 
. Jain; Their underſtrappers cauſed to be ſent to America a profuſion of all ſorts of goods 
tothe amount of ſeveral hundred thouſand pounds; and the contracts, which were for- 
merly private, now became openly miniſterial. Frigates and men of war were the 
only ſhips allowed to carry goods to America; the cunning chief of their naval depart- 
ment, deceiving both our miniſters and the French merchants at the ame time, had 
the peaceable advantage of reaping immenſe profits, while we reſted fatisfied with the 
edits, which ordained that no military ſtores ſhould hereafter be ſent to America, ex- 
ceßt mthe king i ſbips, and for the uſe of the; French colonies... This edict, being 
rapped up in a royal ptoteſtation of friendſhip, and delivered by the miniſter in 
a French political double emtendre, we went on cooly and confidently on this aſſu- 
rance; till, a new inſult calling us up again, a new anſwer and new edict removed 
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ihe momentary object of our complaints. i es 28% 1 fd 
Prom what has ſince paſſed, my lords, it appears that the real ſtate of theſe 
tranſactions was entirely unknown in England; and, that ſatisfied with the equi» 
voeations of the court of France, you did not chooſe to force them to an explana- 
tion. Good God! how eaffly you might have brought them to terms, when the 
firſt prize was brought into the French ports, by an American privateer, had 
you only feigned to look upon it as an act of hoſtility, and appeared in earneſt 
when you made your firſt complaints. The companp, at that time, had neither cre- 
dit yor ſufficient boldneſs to ſtand forth, and you had a powerful party in the French 
cabinet; on ſuch an occaſion, the ſixty thouſand, (or, if it had been neceſſary, 
ahe fix hundred thouſand,) I have mentioned, coming ſoftly at the heels of an angry 


5 MAES 1 1 
and pied preſcnistiou ab uhe miniſter. it is not to be: doubied chat theveents 
 woultihave taken a very different tunn, and that the arguments of abe areaſury: 

would have operated, at Verſailles, what millions could not perform in Americas 


I mean an hondurable peace: to En gland, and the ſabjeGion of the cdldnies; an 


event nat to be purchaſed now, Aden we waſted all: our eee enen 


| the-cartage of war through A! whole. century. Hino: 4 5910s 199 gol on 2 gui 


May this example, my lords, be an eternal warning to your future: condud With 

the Freheb;; let politics be more cultivated -hereafter. in England, and tbe fperet- 
 fſeroice\ money he ſpent to ſome purpoſe. I wauld not tnention Oliver :Cromnetl. 
to you, my lords, but as a politician, than whom no man was better informed; he 
ſucceeded in all his undertakings, not only by his courage and firmneſs but tbrough 
the excellence of the informations he be (chiefly from Jews, whom he found 
by experience, the beſt ſpies) . However, without quoting that regicifle, ed L. 
remind your lordſhips that I have ſeen tlie illuſtrious ſtateſman, for vom v ſo 
juſtly moore}; value à faithful intelligence next to a victory] Indeed, your ekpe - 


rience muſt convinck vou, that this juſt idea was one of the many bright — 
of his intuitive genius. 0 36a 
The debates on den relative to ee in which: the; (two: ſrerttarion 
of the department Tam ſpeaking: of took a part ſo very active, perhapb. did not ſo 
immediately concern them as their on buſineſs; and tboighthey ſhone in loyal ſpeech · 
es, I aapprehend they might have beſtowed their attention with more propriety on 
the important affairs vs had to manage; particularly as the houſe of lords 
contains many other members who were equally qualified to ſpeak qn thuſe queſti⸗ 
ons. However, one of you, my lords, having, by a, 2 gompariſon between i the 
Frenchrand German: officers, brought on, two months ſooner than r ſnHould others 
wiſe have had it, that explanation which has expoſed the duplicity of Ftante td 
our view: we are ſo far indebted 10 his eloquence. It has: cleared upi/a:myfttry = 
which politics could not fathom, and given us the entertainment of ſeeing a cracks = 
brain: French general King the gauntlet, at: his SON eek, in the true! ſtile of 
knight-errantry. 110180 1 £43) 0 9d linen 938706 (1153 
The preferment en er lords;to the places e 1 the 
department- of foreign affairs, might, perbaps, be productive of: gteat difadvan- 
tage to the nation, if on no other account, at leaſt becauſe they are not acguainted with 
the nature q French perfidy by experience. W ith this dear bought knowledge, and their 
diligence and abilities in the management of affairs, may we not reaſonably expect that 
they will more readily repair all former omiſſions than new miniſters, who may want 
one or all of the qualifications of experience, regularity, preciſion, and expedition? 
The only wiſh that remains with me on this ſubje& is, that it may be irrevocably 
ſettled in the cabinet, that out political guardſhips be ſo carefully manned for the 2 
ture as to have no uſeleſs hands on-board; or, in other words, that our emiſſaries, 
at foreign courts, may be ſo well choſen, that we may receive (inſtead of miniſterial 


aſſurances of friendſhip) the earlieſt intelligence. of the real deſigns . the nations. 
where they reſide, 
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night · honourable member fill in adnliniſt nition; 


There is, my Jordi, another ti 
though "newſpapers have already diſpoſed of his place, and though he:hath given ſome 
foundation for their reports, by vacating his ſeat in patliament, who was once 
celebrated) for conterting plans of attack, -in a: ruelle; but, at preſent f his ardour 
for ſieges of this kind being ſome what abated, we ſhould be haps to find, that, be- 
Ing no longer able to attack, he would employ his experience to fuggeſt to us ure moſt 
effectusl means of defence, and, by diſplaying his abilities inthis trying moment, Cen- 
vince the nation of his zeal in her ſervice. If iliis noble lord leades the head of the 
Military, at a time when his place becomes of ſuch great q amportanet, it will! be 4 
_ proof of very violent commotions among your lovdfiips,: and give ſtrong reaſons; to 
imagine that the powers of the retifing miniſter were unequal to his merits. Vou 
aught to have conſidered, my lords, tRat by doing him more juſtice, you ĩnoreaſed 
; theftrength of the iſland, which his ſibaltern confflaiſinos ſ>eukd: not prevent Four 
draining of its force, by his not being admitted in the cabinet OO bar on 
Many are tlie candidates who throw a wiſhful glance at the eaſy/ office of a no- 

ble carl, renowned for his private virtues; and what is infinite; more extraordi- 
nary, not one of them all but has ſufficient abilities to fill it. This, however, is 
no teaſon for diſplacing his lordſhip, who, on his part, is equally well poſſeſſed of he 
neceſfaby talent — 1 poſt, where no errors can be committed, and which is 

— che reward of boy ſervices." ; Bome' perſons may object, that the 
232 vrho fills ĩt has no public deſerts to alledge in his favuur Hut; q is lit a 
_ little merit to have ſet miniſters the example of leaving a department: in which he 

felt himſelf no longer diſpoſed or quulified to remain! Surely,: modeſty and ſelf- 
demaial are rare vittues; the deen not only to be admired; but 8 and, 
ad his has been the baſe of is lordſhip, w. odght- to hope that he may maintain 
* doe. 10 ii 15 99 501 poronys sil doit, no Del,,“ T1654 % tl sv 8G Sv 
wer dich lte posberoftelkhief of a party: in Great - Britain; more ftrongly ma- 
viel itſelf than by the weight of him amongſt you,” who heads the intereſt of the 

Hrff ſubgect of this empite. His lordſhip has ptovet that the fide he chooſes: to 
embrace muſt be victorious by his acceſſion. Perhap ps out unfortunate American 

_ whriwould neverthaye'taken plude, Had this powerful nobleman been averſe toit; 
but his lordfhip's maturab difpoſition not permitting him to give up the point of nati- 
bl te for that of notional aubantuge, he did not foreſee, any more than his no- 
dle friends, thatcit was-impoſſible to tranſport; and ſupply with neceſſaries, a nu- 
dong army, three thouſand miles out of Great - Britain, and to render it equal, af- 

Ter all, ro that which might be encountered, Had his lordſhip's wiſdom at that time 
| Sehe over the reſt of his great qualities, his ſole inteteſt would have prevented the 
 Koeffion'of tHe(colonies;by.ſootierdireRing the reſolutions of the Cock-Yir towards 
cbheliatory meaſures; but this dught tohave been done before the breach ws ſo great. 
y widened as to change a mere ſedition into a regular wat. If his lordſhip had then 
TFollected the ſtrength of his party, to oppoſe the meaſutes which he adviſed or adopt- 

ed} histexample would have influenced — whole —— and he have had the goth cp 
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of @avidg his country; bis noble carl; has now. dear Fl purchaſed, as well as your 
londſhipo, that kDOWIEdge, of NPN, ip bis tation, he ought to, have been, poſſeſ- 
ed when, the lt 3r00ps, ware; bg Beten, Hut, all equally, miliaformed, my 
lords, you ral equally.miſled atthat pminaus moment, by. the incendiary re- 
ports laid) be ſotæ you, Wülch ſo burried you into the vortex. o Fee that it is 
evident you bad nt; ſuffiei. At, time to concei t wilful and. guilty mesures. 5 Jour 


bittereſt enemies have not been able to contradiet this aſſertion. n. 
- -How:bappy mond it bad at this day, that, the fame, powers, whoſe influence for- 
merly tuned, che pale again peace with America, fond in favour. of 


f | | Ante 2 N r 
the: bation, andi tender 9Re-nditions! bat unſolicigd Reps, which we have taken tos 
orce our 


have t 
79 warda aur former fellows ſubjects. At the ſame time then, that we thall fo 4 
perſialieus European enemy 30 ſtriko to our flag. may Engliſhmen and Ameri- 


| cans,.mutnally;ernbraging ſane. another;, lay, tbe, foundations, 2 > ore. gloc ig us 
ani laſting -empire;othen that ef deſpotiſm, Which (to gut diſgrace] e, ſeem- 


ed: inclined; toi; eſtabliſn ; in the. colonies, under the pretence. of taxing them. 


e 
| 
* 


. 
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We: ought to have j ered how much the patural hatred of the, people, 
towards adeſpotic ſoutreign, muſk have been enereaſed by our atiempt to give them 
a thouſand anaſter s. A G01) 551 81240 8% TE) GON, 1ifc 203 Yo oth ot et 
hall Lindulgefacthet my favourite ideas, after having ſubmitted te your conſidera. 
tion the precodingiretiatłs onthe difireſs of my-country, and the ſituation of pur af- 
es, my lords! it is y duty. has a free member of this n 


mthropy, 
her fl 
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Od of this do 1 ſt i lords, as 
of this country, do not conſtrue this aſſertion, my lor. $,49 an iron 
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Jhave before bferve! ; b cee ber 1 99 —— VON OWN FER- 


| Branch of the büſideſs of Mite; rt 


ſion in favour of the man would have operated e to the advant 


(2&7) 
468; hinfical af m 15 idea 4 e kee eat. you ate wurged by ill. ſue· 


ceſſes, fattfiliarized winhtReA A eee yen perience: vf the 
neceſſity 'of miſtruſt nd warching EAN 


und, more  chadadh,: urgedbas 


sons. I have ſtool förth 5bür champion, my lLbrds, oh theſe grounds; and; though 


perbaps alone, amongt the unpenfiched4 ſtälr maintain, that, in the preſent fitua- 
"Ri of affairs, 4A BETTER MINISTRY* COOLS ef $2-CoMPo8ehe21tions Aorollid 


Had'the rell, the Firtaous;"the Theomipaiable! Obur bam 1livkdow few, yearwldn- 
Er, and been called "16 the Helm, his fuperier genes, acquainted wirh every: 


reſdurde Uf Gfeat- Britain, would not 
Have needed your exp crießer ! Be had We my lerds/ withithe remembrance. of 


| his vitorious 45 e ahd he glg hae nee. more reſumed the trident 
which Neptune had ceded into his bands! during! the laſt war; Chatham , 


lords, would have negotiated with the Americans, buy he teould have ſeized the 
critical moment, and fi- gothted before i it was toe late leav ingi them the pbwet-of go 
vernin g thelnſelves, he mighthave preſerved to England che nao for which:ſhe nov 
contends in vain. In the management of this difficult pointz the univerſal prepoſieſ- 


E age of the mii - 
ſter. Inſtead of neg otiating | with fifty; thoufand 1oldiers, in the ſuite c fdur àthbaſſa- 


dots, Chatham D d, probably, not have landed heir excelienties;iontil:ourtroops 


had feftthe, country, and the blive branch would: have heen offered with xhat noble ſin- 
cerit), which alone can effect reconciliation between people in arms. Such preli- 
minaries might hurt the pride of! your lordſhips, but, my lords, let the urgent neceſ- 
firy level this imaginary obſtacle; and may England” never think again of 


55 emp loy ying cannot to negotiate peace with het colonies, s.. 


"The death of that illuſttious ſtatefman Haß pened at the moſt fatal 0 but, 
lords, ſhall not the honours which England has paid to his memory ſtir up your 
ambition for glory? This general homage 'ſhews the hearts of Britoiwini their real 


light, and muſt convince your lordſhips, that- they” love to repay the obligations 
they owe to patriotic miniſters.” 'Mitlborougl's great actions were juſtly requited 


by the rich gifts of his country, which were ſuperadded-to-his laurels : but riches 
were not a recomperice worthy of Chatham; his aim Was glory, and the whole na- 
tion, who knew uit, eagerly thronged to his tomb to pay that debt with tears, and 


to behold, once more, the Cold remains of him, vhO Ade his country without re- 
ward. This tribute of our feelings is the only one which could be acceptable to his 


manes; ſince, after having, adminiſtered all the lucrative employments of the king- 
dom, and, for many years, diſpoſed of its finances, he not only ſcorned to accu- 
mulate a private fortune, and to provide for his friends and. relations, in preference 


to others, but died neceſſitous, and gave the moſt ſurpriſing example of diſintereſt- 


edneſs and integrity to miniſters, by leaving his family to the care of the ſtate. 

do not mean, my lords, that you ſhould ſtrictly follow the whole of this noble 
earl's conduct; it is not quite certain thatyour families would all become the objects of 
parliamentary liberality. dave the nation and be re warded in your own life-time: Great- 
Britain will be thankful for the krieg, though you ſhould not unite all Chatham's 


virtues, 


(43 )) 
virtues. . We have arehitgQs ready 19H 1 


andi a gratefuſ pegple wil}, hot oply defray,t 


erect ſtatucs to his honour... but it is 75505 my lordse; i give 470 my; advice; nay, 
it were high dime it had been put in pract ice. 


We ate looked vppn n realer ag this is, 197 ivſt in, ſome reſpets, that 


an. Foglhmane of, in ent — circum aner) Hal ſſe 88 indeed A, Age ſhare „ 
of real libesty, than many. of tho Sp abroad, Who, by the; title of Counts, 
Marge tapes, Landgraves, .and Princes, exerciſe, in n fact, an arbitrary power over a2 
handful of ſubjects; hut are themſel ves e timorous Hlaves of greater overcigns, o= 


bliged, in time of war, to exhauſt, their:{lender e and to repair to the field; 
ſome at. the head of A 9585 degimeénts⸗ * with, onl 3 

and grchards;;ſhould/tbe.. forfeite to, the empire. h 55 Briton, on f af ſtates, Bas 
no reafon-to enyy the, pop. pf, ſuch. pringes in thein, do baden dur, nal 

all Britons are not poſſeſſed of eſſates. 


N O11 5 


P have not received by inheritance; and, in this laſt x rel; 


peR, the.inhabitants ofConſtautine- 


ple are perhaps more happily ſituated than the children of Great-Britain.,, The bad po- 
tſk diſguſted the colonies: in all probability the Americans; 


licy of trade amongſt us, 4 
would npt have, refuſed a d duty of, three · pence per pound on tea, though they refuſed. 


to pay the ſtamp, (after proving that-it could not be equally, divided.) if their trade: 


had not been cramped in ſo many other reſpects, by impolitic acts, of parlia- 


ment, which tended to an abſolute tyrannical monopoly on our part, We had ; 
nearly proceeded as far with our faſter kingdom. But, we feel, at laſt, the neceſſity 


amp the ſpirits of individuals, 
deſtroy their ; induſtry, and. excepting. a few. capital merchants, reduce many hun- 


of taking off theſe, dangerous faſtraints, which d 


LS ˙ „ SS .+5 


_ dred thouſands of induſtrious men to a condition Urte W to e indolence 


and beggarye,. ot Biber 
As England i is nx e ee it Is not appear; likely. that am advantage 


would be felt on our ſide, on.repealing,, at. this. moment,, the prohibitory, and reſtrictive: 
acts, againſt a country hich no more belongs to us. But, my. lords, let not. this: 
conſideration. prevent your repealing them without loſs of time; his ſtep is eſſential 


to the ſucceſs of every negotiation you chooſe to carry on; and, though; it cannot re- eſta- 


bliſh our empire, it maſt; be made (forgive the expreſſion) before you can talk of 


peace. It is the moſt powerful means to weaken, or at leaſt ſoften, that party in 


congti eſs, Which is:moſtoppoſed. to the. Britiſh, intereſt, and to add as many diſpaſſionate: 
Americans as poſſible to our filent friends i in- that country. We have loſt the iceptre- 


of America, it is too true l but, it is to be hoped, that we have not yet irrecoverably 
forfeited the eſteem and friendſhip. of all individuals. By repealing, at the ſame in- 


ſtant, every impolitic act which remains in force againſt the commerce of Ireland, your ky 

lordſhips will givea conviacing proof of your real knowledge of our intereſts, and of your 

ſincerity in promoting, them, and thereby induce the Americans ſo much the ſooner: 
to liſten) to your offers, and to profit of the general. Tae ein An{Rtrancls- which 


5 repeal will ly open to all the children of Great; Britain, 


* 
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a ſecond Blenheim, for g gur future ſaxieur, 
he eFpences with chearfh}ae(s, but likewiſe 


ente, lt ther ae | 


[ (PP ly, 


Freedom, my lords, ſhquld. not only c confiſt it in the quiet 1 q 4 1 251 of 
our actual property, but likewiſe i in the facility of acquitigg, by induſtry, what, we 


Bam. 


——— 


> tion w 


ſinging St. Patrick's 
aqa year, by confeſſing their ſins. Moreover, you will by this wiſe ſtep, prevent the trou- 

| bles in Ireland from ſpreading farther, and reogihen the ties of nende by Juicy 
their duty agree With — 41 


dering our alliance reſpectable P 
ricans will ſdon value our fiendihip, they” WHE Ip POOR, © not jealous,” of our at- 


(24 ) 

"Iam happy, my bbtqlz to obſerve that you ſeem to arne age th beat truth 
in ſome other reſpects, and that a free and equal 'exercile bf religion as Well as trade, 
is to be allowed in theſe kingdoms, which then (and not till then) may be juſtly 
called the ſeats of liberty. ff appears that ſeveral members have oppofed that part of 
your laudable ſchemes, which relates to the trade of Ireland; and that her fetters were 
not all unrivetted : but ſurely ſordid views, or ignorahce alone; could deferid the prin- 

ciples of thoſe obnoxious acts, the maxim being incontrovertible, that the commerce 
of Great- Britain cannot revive until its active inhabitants have obtained; in all parts of 
its dominions, that permiſſion ſo long denied to them; to be freely iadultrious. 6 

How fatal has it been for England, that you hape not Pörtded, four years 


ago, thoſe political views to which you have lately directed your attention“ 
We ſhould not have paſſed flarvation bills, and (as it has been erted in par- 


liament) wafted thirty millions of money, bft thirteen ptövinces, three millions of 
ſubjects, a trade of nine yearly millions, fifteen” thouſand mariners, thirty thouſand 


ſoldiers, the confidence of monied men, and UNANIMITY AT Home! We ſhould 
not now be involved in a war deciſive of our fate, and our enemies would not have 


added to our diſadvantage, by engroſſing all thoſe valuable Objects which have flip- 
ped out of our hands. Had you acted on that policy, England, teſpected eighteen 


Fears 290. all over the globe, would ſtill be ſo at this hour; and we ſhould name 


governots, inſtead of Nooping to ſend ambaſſadors to America: we might have pre- 


ſerved our dighity 1 in peace, yy not beheld an event, which, in the common courſe 


of things, might at leaſt have been delayed two cehturies long er. The compenſa- 
Ach we have received from theſe impolitic acts amounts only to this, my 
lords, that we have anticipated on futürity, and that many amongſt us, from that 
firſt fatal ſtep, have prophetically foretold all its hapleſs conſequences. | But the ſu- 
pernatural advantages of Propnecymng | cannot make us amends far our irreparable loſ⸗ 
8 27 0 
The manifold evils, ma which we labour, cannot be . in one day. The 
time is big with events, my lords, and it will be your care, and the effect ef your 
experience, to contribute to encreaſe their importance in our favour. Miniſters -ought 
not to act according to the exigences of the day, they muſt proceed on à fixed and ex- 
tenſive plan. If, therefore, (as J do not doubt, ) your lordſhips have formed a ſeheme 


of operations, you" cannot better begin than by cutting off the evil at the rot: Twen- 
ty thouſand Iriſh ſoldiers, and as many ſailors, wait Br ho other ſignal to inliſt, than 


2 off- their drunſcen "exceſſes, * by hearing maſs once a week, 


the” liberty of waſh 
iraculous deeds, and making a great and ſolemn ablution once 


nfeience. 
Next in Importance, to the general keped of all the vrohibitory ad reſtiictive 
acts, though apparently a oy in our ſituation, I place the arduous taſk of ren- 
y- ſucceeding 1 in that glorious attempt, the Ame- 


CONE TEST | chievements, 


* 


chievements, if they are not directed againſt them. ' Remembering that they them- 
ſelves ate the children of Britons, they will glory in the victories of their once- beloved 
parent; but it is their eſteem for us, my lords, which alone may haſten the 
happy moment of reconciliation; and it is only in deſerving it, that we ſhall regain 
their affection. When their real political and commercial intereſts ſhall after wards 
unite. with the natural ties of the blood, to make our alliance once more deſirable 
to them, it will not be long before they turn a deaf ear to the ſyren, whoſe honied 
words only flatter to deceive, and renounce an ally, whoſe ſpecious aſſiſtance they 
were obliged to purchaſe at the moſt exorbitant price. But, in order to render our 
alliance reſpected and deſirable to them, we have but one way left; after having fixed 
on our REAL enemies, WE MUST DEFEAT THEM, Let us conſider, my lords, which 
ate the moſt probable means of victory; and, in caſe of misfortunes, let us lay a plan 
by which America may be induced to fave us, and, with à true filial piety, receive 
er . , 57000 149 6! 
Me have fifty thouſand men on the continent, where not one is of ſei vice to our 
cauſe; that is not the ſcene where they ought to exert their bravery, ſince our only 
ohject muſt be to conquer the Americans in brotherly love, and out-do them in acts 


of cordial friendſhip, inſtead of attempting to invade their lands, and continuing to 


rayage their poſſeſſions. In the ſame quarter of the world, however, our troops may 


find employment congenial to Britain's intereſt, and more honourable and welcome ” 


to her warlike ſons. I do not preſume to ſay, which of thoſe glorious conqueſts, re- 
ſtored at the late peace, ſhould now be made the firſt object of our revenge. But, un- 
til you have ſubmitted them all to the Britiſh lion, be convinced, my lords, that our 
© toils are not completed, nor our honour regained: ſince we muſt renounce: our 
rights on our continental poſſeſſions, let it be our plan, on the other hand, to 
reign over EVERY ISLAND OF THE OCEAN, The ſeas are open; we are injured, 
and we are Britons. | . | 8, 19/96 STENT 2 
That precarious alliance, whoſe remains ſtill ſubſiſt in appearance, between England 
and Portugal, ought to be determined one way or another. The marquis of Pomball, 
the friend of our country, (and indeed in ſpite of his machiaveliſm, a 
friend of the people in his own, ) cemented and ſupported that alliance, 
whilſt he was in power, But, at preſent, the brotherly friendſhip, which 


haas been renewed between the ſovereigns of Portugal and Spain, ſeems to have 


thrown the little weight of the former into the ſcale of the Bourbon compact. This 
unimportant loſs ought not to remain an uncertainty. The good of the ſtate, my 
lords, requires that you ſhould inſtantly demand the moſt poſitive explanation 
at the court of Liſbon. This may be done at the ſame time that you withdraw the 
troops from the country where they are now uſeleſs, in order to ſend them to con- 

quer, and to garriſon the fortified ramparts, which their valour had put them in 
poſſeſſion of once before. If the family compact has really received the acceſſion of 
Portugal, we may become the inſtruments, by the hands of Providence, to puniſh 
the blackeſt ingratitude. It was but a few years ago, that an Engliſh -fleet lay in 
the Tagus, to carry the royal fugitives _—_ to our hoſpitable ſhores z perhaps it 


micht be too late to remember this, if another Engliſh fleet ſhould appear 
tat proud river, and make the turrets of Be//em crumble into ruins. 


* 
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The Dutch, our apparent friends, having thought proper to ſhip off to St. Euſta= _ 


| tia above 100,000 muſkets and bayonets, 10,000 barrels of gun-powder, and goo 


IB 


their bigb mightineſſes ſhould order their commiſſary to ſend them an account of the _ 
ſtores depoſited in the arſenal of that ifland? Indeed it is more than probable, theß 
would diſcover that ſome of their ſhips have miſſed their way, ſtrayed into American 


s, and there unloaded their prohibited ſtores. In that caſe I do not doubt 


= . 2 genera might be prevailed upon to make proper conceſſions, and attons _ 
for their faults to England, or fairly be compel/zd to do it. To be more explicit, my 
lords, the Dutch have furniſhed America with immenſe quantities of warlike ſtores; 


and, whilſt their government made proclamations, their merchants were ſuffered 


to pay no more reſpe to them than the French traders to the prohibitory edits of 
their king. You are ſufficiently verſed in the laws of commerce, to con- 


9 ' ceive the difficulty (I may ſay the impoſſibility) of ſhipping off immenſe quantities 


of warlike ſtores and ammunition, without the knowledge, and conſequently. the 


 connivance, of the legiſlative body. In a political ſenſe, as well as in private life, 


tiere is no enemy ſo dangerous as a falſe friend. He undermines the ground on 


which you ſtand in credulous ſecurity, till it gives way, and you are cruſhed in the fall. 
Polar from wiſhing any harm to their high mightineſſes, if they are not "guilty of a 
breach of the peace, I ſhould be rejoiced to ſee their induſtry in a flouriſhing ſtate, and 
-- ſhould admire their mercantile genius. But Great - Britain muſt not be trifled with, by 
either Portugal or Holland; they ought to explain themſelves clearly, and take an ac- © 
+ tive part in this great commotion of the globe; both have poſſeſſions to anſwer for their 
conduct, and the Dutch ſettlements are not a matter of indifference to us. Our for- 
ces, in the Eaſt, well governed and ſupported, may ſoon force their company to ſhelter 
in their unwholeſome poſſeſſions of Batavia; and thus fecure to Great-Britain their 


n wfurped trade of Ceylon, the Moluccas, &c. &c. With as much eaſe could the Cape 


of Good-Hope, that important poſt to the navigation of the Indian ſeas, become an 
_ Engliſh acquiſition ; ſuch undertakings would, in all probability, lay the foundation 
of the future happinefs of Great-Britain ; and, from our preſent diſtreſs, we might 
ſtill reach the ſummit of glory, „ 


The Portugueſe poſſeſſions are not quite ſo important to us as thoſe of our good 


friends the Dutch; but they carry on a conſiderable trade, which we may annoy; 
and, with the ſame facility, ſubdue any of their ſettlements in America, or ſeize the 
Madeiras, whoſe produce is known to be welcome in this country. Toilſome as it may 
be to undertake ſo much, open war, if neceſſary, with both theſe powers, (at the 
ſame time that we may carry on a war with France and Spain,) would be much 
more fayourable to us than an apparent friendſhip, which only would ſerve as a 


cloak to cover the aſſiſtance they would lend our enemies. . 
Stock- jobbers and petty financiers will perhaps tremble at this bold idea, and call 
it impolitical, becauſe the Dutch have a conſiderable ſhare of our ſtocks; and 


might, if puſhed to extremity, ditect their correſpondents to ſell their property, in 


acriſicing 
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ieces of cannon, would it be improper, on the part of your lordſhips, to infift that . 1 


} 


Jactificing one-third, and, by that means, give a genetal alarm to the whole body of 
Ihe firſt anſwer to this objection is, that Great-Britain, in caſe of neceſſity, has 
2 remedy againſt that evil, which no power can prevent her putting into execution. 
he next is, that this pretended great effect of ſtock-jobbing, is not in the 
power of the Dutch government to produce; for, the very motive which induced the 
Mynbeers to ſend ſtores to St. Euſtatia, will, at all times, direct them to leave their 
money where it may turn to account. Individuals, in a country, like that of Holland, 
cannot be forced to concur in taking the ſame ſtep with regard to their private for- 
tunes; and the very low ebb of our ſtocks is an additional ſecurity, that they will 
not be fond of ſelling out at preſent. But, taking for granted, that they might, 
is there no way of perſuading Engliſhmen, that there is a plot againſt them? And 
could it not be counteracted by their unanimity, and (by the well exerted ability of 
the miniſter at the head of the finances) rendered a real loſs for Holland, and perhaps 
a beneficial event to this country ? HELEN e WY 40 DO 


Others may ſay, with more appearance of propriety, that Dutch craft is 
not to be deſpiſed, or that their forces in the Eaſt may, at all times, cope with ours, 
and oppoſe our plans againſt their trade in thoſe parts ; but, no doubt, my lords, . 


meaſures, grounded on good information, and wiſely combined with the Eaſt-India I 


company's forces, could not fail of reducing that precarious power to its natural bounds z 
and, rendering all their artifices uſeleſs, at the ſame time that you might annihilate 
the ſmall remains of the French influence in thoſe parts: the conteſt cannot but end 
by ſoon. bringing the Dutch to that ſtate of ſubmiſſion which alone may en- 
title them to the protection of Great-Britain. But, be this your firſt maxim, that the 
Cape of Good-Hope, once in our power, muſt be a ſecond Gibraltar, (a key to the 

trade of the Eaſtern world;) and the Engliſh colours never be taken down if they are 

once ſet up on the fort. * ; Te 


Another objection will be, «© Where ſhall we find credit, and money, ſufficient to 


< proſecute a war with all theſe powers?” This difficulty, with America on our fide, 

will be leſs conſiderable in a war with four ſtates, ſo rich as Spain, France, Holland, 
and Portugal, than if we were engaged againſt the Americans alone; it would ne- 
- ceſſarily occaſion a circulation of money amongſt us, ſufficient to anſwer the exi- 
gences of the ſtate. But I will go farther, my Jords, I ſuppoſe we ſhould now and 
then meet with obſtacles, in practice, which are overlooked in theory. Let me 
aſk what is the alternative? ſhall we puſillanimouſly imitate that weak man, who 
blew out his own brains, for fear of receiving the mortal ſtroke from an adverſary, 
by whom he was challenged ? „ 0. F „ „ 
Excluſive of all the arguments before alledged, my lords, which I think muſt de- 
cide us to wage war with all our open and concealed enemies, and to ſtrain every 
nerve in this glorious enterprize, we may employ our thoughts to form a ſtrong and 
advantageous alliance with other nations, to check thoſe with whom we may be en- 
gaged ; our Ruſſian allies are not in a debilitated ſtate, and it is not impoſſible, that, 
when we are at peace with America, we may moreover - prevail on the great Fre- 
derick effectually to adopt our cauſe. How advantageous to him would be the an- 
expected offer of a ſugar- iſland; and how eaſy and wiſe for us to put him in * 


6 5 


Jon of it? Our wade would-not loſe by this conceflion;: ſince it is well an that 
© his dominions are not ſupplied with Weſt-India goods from England; but from the 
ſaperfluity of Holland and Denmark. Unable to keep the ſeas unſupported, he would 
naturally add his marine to ours, whilſt his numerous armies would enable us to 
command the field, and conſequently the cabinet, in Europe 

Another method to court and ſecure the alliance of this monarch, hull be tha | 
ving paid him what he has a right to by treaties) to negotiate with the eourt of Stock- 
bolm the addition of Swediſh Pomerania to his empire; thus making amends for 
having delayed ſo long to fulfil our engagements. This province, being actually 
burthen to Sweden, from which it is ſeparated by the Baltic, requires a ſtrong: of 


 rifon, and a number of officers under the crown, whoſe ſalaries exceed the real . 


vantage of the poſſeſſion, But it would add to the empire of Pruflia a conſiderable 


advantage, by its contiguity, and its ſituation on the Baltic. In return for the con- 


ceſſion of that province, Guſtavus is too great a politician to refuſe his ſhate of the 
riches of the Weſt- Indies; and another iſland might ſet aſide all the objections f that 
monarch. Theſe two Northern potentates have warriors enough to ſpare, to gar- 
riſon their poſſeſſions with their own troops, the produce of which would be warrant- 
ed to them under the protection of our flag; and, inſtead of being looked upon as an in- 
Ggnificant | powerin Germany, we ſhould, by the ab of theſe two wes mo laws 
to the remoteſt part of the empire. | 

By excluding France, Spain, and Holland, e from the Weſt-Indies 
which would ſhortly be the caſe, were we on good terms with America, and by letting 
our northern allies come in for a ſhare of their ſpoils, our trade, in theſe quarters, 
would be much increaſed, and our hands doubly ſtrengthened, not only by what we 
ſhould gain, but becauſe our enemies would loſe it; and, inſtead of underſelling us 
throughout all Europe, they themſelves would be obliged to come to our markets: 
this conſideration, my lords, ſhould determine us to an immediate peace, and, as 
ſoon as poſſible, to an union with our late fellow- ſubjects. Our political force muſt 
center in the two Indies; and our natural allies are thoſe nations whoſe intereſt is in 
common with ours, and whoſe ſituation prevents their oppoſing us. We have been 
very unfortunate not to have laid this plan twenty years ſooner: we ſhould have no- 

thing to conquer at this day, and nothing would remain to be done, but taking poſ- 
ſeflion of the fragments of our enemies dominions : but, I ham it, this policy was 
not, at that time founded on rights, and we might have met with greater diffic 

in making alliances, had we ſhewn fo extenſive a plan of conqueſt, a 
was a diſtin empire from this. Though this idea were too metaphyſical, and the. 
world inclined to think, that the northern Semiramis, Frederick, and Guſtavus, are 
above political ſcruples, 1 ſhould neverthelefs be of opinion, that we ought not, with- 
out the unwarrantable provocations which we have now received, to lay a general n 
againſt all the European commercial powers. 

This helps additionally to account for the reſtitutions of what we had con- 
quered from Spain and France, and, in a great degree ſhews the propriety: 
of theſe reſtitutions, If I be wrong in my arguments, thoſe, who may differ from 
me; ought: to conſider that, with the American colonies in our ſcale, as provinces. 
FRINGE. on us; the. addition of the two largeſt branches of trade (almoſt excluſively 
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It may be obſerved, With ſome de gree bf! ap pearatice) that ti e Americans will not 


be fond of being our neighbours ; 400 that t dee own intereſt may direct them to- 

wards impeding our conqueſt of the Welt lodies which, from their ſituation.” ſeem 
better calculated to make part of the' American empire if an to remain in the” "Hafds off 
aby other power: But this may be ealily anſwered, by obſerving that, at leaſt one 
third/of the inhabitants of Ametica are ſettled, and wil for nothing more than 0 
peace, in order to live in abundance, and to be happy in cultivating their rites, 
The: Weſt-India iſlands will conſequemly not tempt that part of the Americaus. gi : 


+: he Virginian / planters,” the Canadian hunters, and the Maſſachuſets ſeamen, 
have adopted plans which fully and perfectly anſwer their purpoſes, - they 
cannot have more flattering proſpects of happineſs, in Far grrre th the beft ente 


for one which is far from being equally favourabte. , 
- This number being added to the preceding, and to that of the tary men,” and 
children, as well as the traders, and perſons attached to the continent, in preference 
to the iſlands, together with the civil and military ry promoters of the liberties of Ame- 
rica, and thoſe, Who, by religious hnd political principles, Have ſapported "the revo⸗ 


lation; it muſt follow that the population of America cannot afford to be divided between: T 


thecontinent and the iſlands, and that the legiſlative part of that nation oughtt to wilh and 
look for the means of preventing emigrations rather than bring them 915 the moſt 
effectual of theſe means (confiftent with their plan of individual liberty). is to ſee a 
powerful and induſtrious ally in pofſefſion of theſe iſlands, the produce of whith might: 
by exchanged with the produce of the continent, on terms abrentageb05'H 'both narivns.. 

| What neeeſſity dictates at this day in regard to the Americans, being grounded vir 
wertes between the two nations, 1 immenſe branches of trade, in their lot, wilt 
never give them occaſion to envy us; but rather, when reconciliation ſhall be ef- 
fected, inſpire them with veneration for their old parent, and ſecure us a new; em- 
pire, which they will ſhare with us as a branch of the family. The "Spanith' ſettle 
ments will offer them, as well as us, more riches than in ſound politics we ſhould: 
even wiſh to acquire. The only riches wanted on the continent of America. are a 
more numerous population; and, if it were poſlible to perſuade the generality of 
people, brought up with contrary prejudices, that this is the greateſt obje& of Eng- 
land and America, the plurality of women, inſtead of being deemed felony, would 


be looked upon as the moſt eſſential ſtep towards our and their future grandeur”; i it” 


* would perhaps effect another good, and prevent the deptavation of morals amon 


us: but this idea will not ſuit our times, and I beg your lordſhips and the ladies par- 
don for having indulged my imagination ſo far. 


The: 
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ot 395 70 


| ain inGermayy, and che diprences between Turkey 
1 ern fomented by French inttigues, may perhaps offer. 
hs 1 SHW nplan, elatze, ip the Northern, powers, and pre- 
| mk ian empire ener, unable, at, ihis moment, to enter 
_ g but, arg, it 10 be true, that they could 
al Re their : ance. that.t relped; paid by the divan to the king of Pruſſia, 
15 3 ad not n a.reconciliation between.the grand are and the empteſs of. Ruſſia ; 
A that pe Fs wes would keep up theſe divifions : is it not in, out power er, 
i teract eir meaſu 


057 res, 20 begin by mel rendering our allies the firſt ſervice, 
15 in archer, that. we may een ds be intitled to a return? The Turks are not. ene- 
mies en h:to refſt ſt a firſt· rate maritime power, Which has no neighbour- 
__ Ing continental 9 98 befides this, our aber, mg is ſo much declined through 
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. canſs of 0 Ye by a eiae of] ſtance. 10 Ruſſia, we ſhould not only run no tiſk, but, 

very likely ſoon put that ally in poſſeſſion of the Archipelago, by c ende ee 
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. cure the provinces of Moldavia, and Walachia, and bring a ſecond time the havghty: 
5 Ottoman to terms of ſubmiſſion; to compare great Wings with ſmall, the Turkiſh 
fleet wo! Id be, N an Engliſh Kuang, 18 mor in thg; WAY ot'a hunter, Who: 
Wines INC trova! Sd ni aft i 910 
180 00 cannot yet e forgot, my lords, that dhe great man we 3 lately loſt: went 
| farther than I de now, and. exclaimed, in a moment when his genius ſoared to the 
7 pinnacle gf hymay penetration, © PEACE WITH AMERICA, AND WAR WITH ALL, 
* THE WORLD”: Had this great idea been adopted when i it was uttered, we had pro- 
bably been at, peace the moment I am writing. I confeſs we had not, at that time, 
ſa. much ground for giving a looſe to our reſentment, as we have at preſent; yet we 
af, g FRI and, though not injured to ſo great a degree, our eee had been 
equ ifiable. 5 ny 
| n I learly convinced that 1 we cannot expe to cloſe the war in one or two cam- 
paigns, nor indeed ean we entertain any thoughts of peace, till we have ſucceeded, 
| Ry ogg our loſſes by new acquiſitions; = Britiſh laurels. have long withered 
. in inaction, but they are now in their element, and our hope of ſeeing them ſoon 
ooting new buds will not be deceived. Our civil neighbours have given us as long 
time to, prepare, as your lordſhips to D' Eſtaing to clear the Streights. But, at this mo- 
ment, in ſpite of all neglects, we feem, my lords, to be in ſuch good earneſt, that 
ſomething honourable to the nation may be expected from our brave naval officers. - 
I make no doubt that Gibraltar and Minorca are well provided, and hope that the 
inſurrection i in the Eaſt-Indies will have no worſe conſequences than we 4. already 
felt. What farther could we deſire or expect, in order to declare ourſelves? are we 
not loaded already with all the diſadvantages of a general war, without reaping. its 
benefits? | 
Our vigorous exertions will facilitate and enſure the ſooner a ſtric federal union with 
America, and indubitably determine our future grandeur, Firſt, ſuppoling the 
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to follow one another, as they oug 


would not be long before the 'Americanswould wiſh to forget that they were over at 


war with us; they have been too brave, too g erous, and too reſpectable, as our ene- 1 
part, we ſhould-bluſh to acknowledge 


mies, to be revengeful hereafter, ©: If, on 


dus 5 I releaſe! bf priſoners} the vH. 
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that we! have been defeated; let us remember; to our comfort) that we were de? 


feated by offended 'Engliſhme, and that the offence came frony our impruden ce: 


Beſides this obſervation on the Americans, (their natural 'affeftion for En 
IT ought not to leave unobſerved that theit trade requires immente' ca 


nglland;)1 | 
pitals, and a 


greater number of merchants of the firſt rate than can be found iin France, at this:? 


day, or even forty years hence, ſuppoſing them not to be intertupted during all the 
time. The French are too fon& of being called cours and MARQUISES to remain in 


trade; after acquiring ſufficient wealtii to gratify their vanity, and diſguiſe their ob.! 


ſcure origin under a mock-title. / Holland and England are the only two countrieb 


where a ſufficient number of capital houſes may be found to ſupply the American 


markets; and this is the effect of manners and cuſtoms, as well as of the commerce, 


which hath been carrying on by them and increaſing . iheſe iwo hundred years. TheA- 


mericans commonly take a credit of eighteen months, ot two years, and make their te- 
turns in goods, which are perhaps another year or two before they can be ſold. We 


cannot be at a loſs to conclude from this fingle fact, that men of immenſe fortune 
alone can ſupport a credit of ſuch prodigious extent, where their capitals are not re- 


imburſed for three or four years together. Meſſrs. Gr****qpd and co. have now 


left on their hands, indigo, which was ſent to them before the troubles; and, though. 


a ſaleable commodity, they have not hitherto been able to diſpoſe of it to advantage. 


A few ſuch examples would be ſufficient to deter all the French retailers from dealing 


with our colonies. The example of the aldermen Hayley and Wooldridge, and that 


of poor Hammen, offer inſtances of this credit of long ſtanding, to the amount of above 


one hundred and fifty thouſand pounds, for a ſingle houſe. Before the troubles broke 
out, fifty houſes at leaſt were employed, at the ſame rate, or nearly, in the American 
trade ; not to mention a multitude of perhaps twice the number of traders, of the 

French kind, and who, after the French faſhion, had no ſooner opened a houſe than 
they found it expedient to ſhut it again. If the famous De la Borde had not, 
in compliance with the requeſts of the French miniſtry, lent the petty dealers, in his. 
country, who had formed themſelves into a mocꝶ- company in order to take in the Ame 

ricans, a few millions of French livres, they muſt long ago have done the ſame, there. 


being a balance of no leſs than 800,000 J. on their books, though the returns are 


not yet arrived from America. As we daily ſecure a ſmall ſhare of theſe returns, we 
ought to be thankful to this wealthy and ingenious financier for his loan. 


Adding to theſe conliderations the mercantile connexions, which muſt ſtill ſubſiſt 


between the Britiſh merchants and thoſe of the colonies, the certainty of our 
alliance with the thirteen united ſtates can no longer be doubted. Let the'eauſe: 
which keeps us ſeparated be removed, and, before ſix months ate elapſed, two-- 
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F -of M clo eee of our . nay, 
wem me may rebrver tall byra e , , e to 
GremeBritatiy: ant he finftempite: on earth! i 10099 ot es 91a! 0 Woellol o: 
zt the eee, eee meet with :dbfidelescin-'cong! tel but they 
cannot be inſurmountable. . That ptofgund wiſdom, and that philoſophicabipirit, , 
. baerewe hitherto dictated e dety enter pride of tlie 
Anierivan: ſtates n Hhuſſaclikæwiſe, in this inſtance; -painit out ton them, that the rral 
weitobuntrytdemands their union with jus; Our negatiators ought tb have 
been alhind pendent men: theyoughtlikewiſe tohave been men of real and perſonal me- 
put om mutual intere ſts in a fairer light, and to ſpeak to the hearts of 


© Y 


ois joined in the commiſhon, would have pre- 
poſſeſſed them more fayourahly as a preſident, by offering to their eyes the noble and 


keſpectable ſight of a ſimple / Briton, owned with military honours, and gifted with 


neryeusbratory, fat dag the ſtandatil of the dropſical epiſſle in verſe, which is theearl's 
Fp fit; andi perhaps ſingle, public claim to merit. If, beſides this impolitie choice, the 


ſeotet powers of the commiſſioners were reſtrained, I dare pronounce, that this pre- 
tended attempt towards a reconciliation could not ſacceed, and that this truth was 


knowynbefore the Trident ſailed, It is evident that we have wilfully prevented a de- 
ſixable event, the completion of which was in our own hands, (had it not been de- 
layed ſo long, and had we made more ample conceſſions.) Does ignorance and obſtinacy 


call me to order, with that idle dull pretence, that it is impoſſible to give up ſo much of 
the dignity of Great-Britain ? 1 will reply, that we have already given up, nay /oft, ſo 


much of our national dignity, as to prove our. weakneſs in the fulleſt extent. Reſerve, at 


this time, 1s puerile, and can only be conſtrued by the Americans into want of ſinceri- 
ty, and diſlembled reſentment. 3 


Though the report of a young Ls * 55 knots. returneil 18 the grand 


army in America, had not confirmed what had been ſaid before, and had not been 


corroborated ſince his arrival in this country, it was glaring, before he arrived, that 7 


a power, grounded on the moſt courageous reſiſtance, would not liſten to the propo- 
ſals of her defeated enemies, unleſs all the rights ſhe contended for were abandoned 


to her, There is no medium in this caſe : the American congreſs muſt command or 


obey. We are to conclude, from what has happened, whether or not we may look 
upon our engagements with their troops as victories; and whether we have acquired 


the right of dictating laws to them, or are reduced to the extremity! of Ng 


their friendſhip by treaties —_ 

A fair and open negotiation with the CONGRESS would, 8 have enſured to us, 
if-ywe.could have been ſatisfied with it, the peaceable poſleſſion of Nova-Scotia and of 
the two Floridas, or at leaſt of the towns and forts of St. Auguſtin, Penſacola, and Halifax, 
of which the im portance for Great-Britain j is evident, whilſt they can be of little ſervice 


to the Americans. 


The 


44) : 


The port of Penſacola, though it has its defects, may be rendered extremely fer- 
viceable, provided we could keep it long enough to include it in our treaty; and 
the ſhips on that ſtation are ſheathed with copper, on account of the worms which 
abound in thoſe ſeas. This difficulty once obviated, the Spaniſh ſettlements. would 
lie entirely open, at the command of Great-Britain. 

The Gulph of Mexico being ſecured to England by her fleets, we ſoon ſhould 
5 enable the Mexicans to throw off the Spaniſh yoke, and maintain their indepen- 
dency. A treaty. of amity and commerce with them would ſoon furniſh us with the 


means of iſſuing a new filver coinage, of our own importation, beſides opening many 
his is not a vague idea, fince the Mexicans have 


other valuable articles of trade. 
long been deſirous themſelves of independency, and, at one time, had taken that 


object into very ſerious conſideration. They only ſcrupled to unite with us, leſt we 
"ſhould inſiſt upon their adopting our religion, inſtead of leaving them the free and 


undiſturbed exerciſe of their ceremonious worſhip. 
| The port of the Havannah, which has already been ours, may be retaken by the 
fame hands which conquered it laſt war; ADMIRAL KEePPEL may enter it, a ſecond 


time, victorious, and thus ſecure to Great-Britain a receptacle for her fleets during 


the ſeaſons when the ſeas are not tenable: from thence, as well as at thoſe of the A- 


merican ports, (which we might retain by their conſent,) our whole naval force in A- 


merica might eaſily be victualled and repaired; and the future governors, on that ſta- 


tion, provide for neceſſary ſtores, while a commiſſioner of the navy, with proper of. 


ficers under him, ſhould keep our fleets in order, without the leaſt additional expence 


to the nation. Beſides the advantage of repairing our fleets, we ſhould enjoy that of | 
having markets, where tobacco and other goods of the colonies would be ex- 


changed for our manufactured European goods. The fiſhery of Newfoundland being 


moreqver ſhared between England and America, it would follow, that the French 


and Spaniſh friers and nuns would become our tributaries, and be obliged to eat no 


cod-fiſh, unleſs it had been caught by heretics ; Roman ſuperſtition, being thus ren- 


dered beneficial to this. country, would be reduced to the alternative of ſtarving or 
acknowledging our 8UPREMAcY| 

At the ſame time, that we may embrace every branch of this extenſive and truly 
national plan, a manifeſto, on the part of England, ought to announce to the world, 
that the trade from Europe to all parts of Norch and Scutb America is open to every 
power in friendſhip or alliance with us, fince it would be our intereſt not o only to pro- 
ted the trade of our allies, but even effectually to ſupport their reſpective marine eſ- 
tabliſhments as an addition to our own ; — by aſſiſting Denmark, Sweden, and Rut- 
ſia, we ſhould enable them to increaſe their powers on the ſeas; and, by helping the 
king of Pruſſia to extend his coaſts, add to his love of glory the flattering 
proſpect of being the creator of his naval forces, after having been, in ſome degree, 


the founder of his empire. Be this as it may, never would England have the ſmal- 


Teft occaſion to dread the forces of the Baltic; they are naturally under the protec - 


tion of Great-Britain, and can never be formidable to her, though their ſtrength 


doubled were combined againſt her 7583 on the contrary, by following this 


plan, 
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Ret. equal with us thole advantages which they could! not enjoy without our leave. 
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plan, the fleets on the Northern ſeas would throw a great weight into our ſcale, and 
ſerve not only to protect their private trade in the Atlantic, but 80 a great "uy towards 
proteCting our commercial intercourſe with themſelves, | 


Venice, now circumſcribed, and trembling at the power of that empire to „nom 
ſhe once bade defiance, ſhould likewiſe, on account of her advantageous ſituation, 
partake of our care and enjoy our protection. That republic, though unable to re- 
fiſt alone an European enemy, m. ght become a reſpectable ally to England; and, uni- 


ted with the Ruſſians, effectually aſſiſt them in annoying the AL LIESs of his moſt Chriſ- 


tian majeſty, THE TVR Es. Some part of the Grecian iflands might fall to the Venetians, © 
and the war which would be carried on againſt the deſpotic maſters of Conſtanti- 
nople, grounded on ſound policy, end much more advantageouſly than all the eru- 


ſades, which were indeed the moſt delirious enterprizes of human extravagance and fol- 
ly. la this inſtance, promoting religion would not be our aim; the Pope, the Mufty, 
- and Lama, have no farther chance, the one any more than the other, to diſturb the 


world, and the reign of ſuperſtition ſeems to be pretty nearly at an end. But the igno- 


Trance and manners of the Turks are inimical to all Europe; and Venice, which is with 


Ruſliathe natural and political enemy to the creſcent, ought naturally to think of leſſen- 
ing its power; ſhe may once more (enriched by Ottoman ſpoils) reſume the impor- 


| tance ſhe has loſt of late in her ridottos and maſquerades. 


In order to forget nothing, and ſeriouſly conlider the ſmalleſt advantage, I would 


| obſerve to your lordſhips that it would be a very eaſy taſk for us to break the chains of 


the Corſicans, and employ their general (whom we keep idle amongſt us) in a lation 
where he may become a ſecond WASHINGTON, and promote the intereſt and welfare 
of, his countrymen. By enabling the brave inhabitants of Corſica to ſubdue the 


| treacherous and inſolent city, who has ſold them to the F rench, we ſhould be able 


to monopolize the greateſt pait of the Italian trade; thoſe brave andere would gar- 
riſon Genoa with ſoldiers, and would ſoon ſend a fleet to ſea from their foreſts; till 


which time, our own. navy would clear their coaſts, and eſtabliſh this new riſing! ſtate 


on the ruins of the European Palmira. | 
Nothing remains to be ſaid on the advantages of the Dutch monopoly of the ſpice 


and cinnamon trade, and our flanding right of retaliation FOR THE MASSACRE OF 


AMBOYNA, but that the hour ſeems to be now arrived, when their whole trade in 
the Eaſt may be put an end to; our fleets, my lords, would ſcon enable us to take it 


all into our hands, or, at leaſt, to prevent them holding it any longer. The days, 
when Hclland was a nation, are paſſed ; it is now nothing more than a diſabled com- 


pany of meichants, whoſe riches it is above the level of their notions to make uſe of, 
and whoſe knowledge is almoſt ſunk under the weight of calculation. — In times 


of yore the Dutch had politicians and admirals, but they are greatly reduced at this 
time; and the exiſtence of Ho! land, as a rival nation to Great-Britain in any ſtation what- 


ſ: ever, is a perpetual reproach to us. It would not be againſt our intereſt to protect the 
Dutch, as a ſubaltern power; but we ought not undoubtedly to permit, thatthey ſhould ſhare 
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Though the utility of the African trade is much talked of, yet 1 cannot reconcils 
my ideas with this barbarous notion, which (I. muſt confeſs) hurts my feelings. 
it not incomprehenſible, that. men, who value their liberty more than their mY 

can be cruel enough to take x child frei the ſavage mother's hands, who ſells. it to 
gratify a drunken appetite or her folly? or to receive thoſe unfortunate captives, 
whom the chance of war has ſubmitted to the power of their enemies? My det 
bleſſed with the feelings of humanity, ſhrinks with horror from theſe odious ſcenes. 
The idea of ſeeing fellow-creatures fold like cattle, and treated as ſuch, is horrid be 
yond expreſſion to one who cannot ſee a ſlave without emotion, and impatiently exe - 
crates every attempt of deſpotiſm. e 14 

In the preſent ſituation of the India company, a few reflections will. I hof pe, 
be acceptable, particularly as our Aſiatic poſſeſſions have of late been fo men 

neglected. The marine force of France, in India, ought not to be unknown to you, my 
lords, nor can it have remained a ſecret, that, ever ſince the peace, their land- forces have 
been conſtantly increaſed, and put in a condition not only to oppoſe our arms, but per- 
haps to ſtrike the moſt fatal blow to our eſtabliſhments in thoſe parts. It is much to be 
feared that they have taken advantages of the diſturbance, which the want of difci- 
pline, and an rden avarice amongſt the ſervants of the company, have occa- 
ſioned at Madraſs. What would you ſay if D'ESTHAING, BoucAinviLLE, and DEs- 
ROCHES, (the three officers in the French ſervice, beſt acquainted with the naviga- 
tion and war of thoſe ſeas,) had been ſent to revenge the murder of our late 
commander? Lord Pigot's renown in India, like that of Chatham in Europe, was 
ſufficient to keep all Indoſtan in fear, and his preſence to check the ambition of F rance, 
reduce their Indian partifans to filence, and their trade to little better than mete 
AGENCY. But lord Pigot was not indulgent enough, and your ſubalterns, my Jobs 
| who coveted pagodas and diamonds, could not be made to divert their thoughts fromm 
theſe tempting objects, under the ſeverity of his diſcipline; the loſſes of the nation 
had no power to affect ſuch noble and exalted fouls, whi Iſt they could. OY plun. 
der in its ruins. 

Let the conſtitution of a country be what it may, there can be only one law for 
the military; ſoldiers, by engaging their honour and their lives, voluntarily refign'-'” 
their liberty for a time, and are the only ſet of men who bought to be enflaved by their oy 

duty, without which they would indeed be too dangerous. The ubordtgetse of 
the common ſoldiery, to their officers, is not more rigorous than that in whch the 
latter ought to ſtand to their country. Want of diſcipline is conſequently | a crime a- 
gainſt the ſtate, which opens the door to all other exceſſes, and has too often over- 
turned the greateſt empires. Want of diſcipline amongſt the firſt inſurgents at Boſ- 
ton, and want of vigour on the part of our general, have firſt cauſed a ſedition, and, 
by degrees, rendered America independent. 

The recent example of the fatal effects of licentiouſneſs, in our Eaſt- Indian u? 
ments, ought t 'y keep us awake in regard to that country. If the French have not 
profited by 1 and, having actually begun hoſtilities, have had the political 
ee to walt 25 a formal declaration of war from us, we ought to take all poſſible mea- 
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ſures to enforce, in time, our military laws with ſuch ſeverity as to prevent their be- 
ing invaded for the future. Colonel x ak ought to anſwer for his conduct, and be 

made an example to poſterity : all the other ſervants of the company,” who, by 
joining the rebel party againſt lord Pigot, have expoſed, our Indian trade to ruin, 

ſtand exactly — — . „ 

* Granting, for a moment, whatever the rancorous party-ſpirit of lord Pigat's oppo- 
EL nents hath alledged to be true, yet where was the third. party to pronounce: between 
EF” them? Though it ſhould be proved, that his lordſhip had his private advantage in 
view, inſtead of the gocd of the ſtate, where ſhall our cenſure fall, but on the fide 
which hath ſinned againſt ſubordination and diſcipline? every: tranſgreſſion of this 
| kind is of fo alarming a conſequence to the lives and properties af individuals, and to 
” the general welfare of the ſtate, that it cannot be too ſeverely inforcet. 


A governor ſhould be a man of prineiple, and acknowledged as ſuch, before he is 
izveſted with a place of truſt: but, being once appointed and inſtalled in his govern- 
ment, he cannot be controuled, on the ſpot, by thoſe: who are ſubordinate to him; 
F _- unleſs in the only inſtance of his actual rebellion againſt the common ſtate,” This, 
maxim admits of no miſconſtruction; the governor muſt either be A REBEL Ix ARMS, 
or thoſe who ſeize his perſon ARE REBELS THEMSELVES. If theſe preliminaries were 
not looked upon as ſettled throughout the world, how could any man take upon him 
|. _ to govern the multitude? His vety virtues would make againſt him: by ſoftening 
| © the yoke he would be diſmiſſed by his chiefs, and by enforcing it he would expoſe. 
bimielf to be confined by his inferiors. Such appears to have been the caſe of the 
late unfortunate governor of Madras, whoſe perſon was ſeized, though not in arms 
t againſt his country, but in his own chariot, where he had admitted the ambitious offi- 
F- cer who treacheroyſly confined him. 1 b 


1 


* * C 


I I acknowledge the danger of exalting a governor above the laws, and putting too 
© ample powers into his hands; but, when he is once intruſted with them, his ſuperi- 
Js, who conferred, can alone reſume thoſe powers, and, until be paſſes the great 
line of allegiance, by which his dependants would be juſtified in ſeizing 1 e 
Aal and bringing him to account, he may exerciſe, as he pleaſes, the authority. he has re- 
ceived; and, ſince he alone is to anſwer for it, he ought by no means to be charge- 
able for his miſconduct before his return home, In thoſe caſes it is neceſſary that 
2 governor be recalled, and puniſhed, if he is guilty ; but, while he is continued 
=.” in authority, aud fits in his government, he is the repreſentative of the ſovereign, 
and his perſon is equally ſacred. Without theſe maxims, anarchy, muſt neceſſarily 
mn all parts take the place of ſubordination, and good order give way, to. intrigues  . 
I! he cuſtom in Holland, which, ſhould be followed by all the world, is to leave their 
| governors at liberty to follow their own opinion againſt that of their council; but, if they 
are deemed faulty, they muſt pay for the conſequences. It would certainly be better 
for the happineſs of mankind, that the right of governing them were not divided into 
many hands; provided the laws ſhould: be above the governor, . and that his conduct, 
while in office, might be ſcrutinized and properly rewarded when his powers are 
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| hi we mult n no 74 pt regret private loſſes, which! ate a bote necelſry to the ſafety | 
the ſtate. he e 

"Moreover, wy dee, pet mit me ts communicate my. ideas to your lordlpips on 
"the method of ſecuring our conqueſts, and regulating the adminiſtration of the diffe- EN 
rent poſſeſſions we may ſubdue. The fitſt ſtep would be, aftet having received. the. 5 
| cath of allegiance, an diſcharged all priſoners and debtors. by . proclamation, . to o- 
blige each countty, ſubmitted to our dominion, to defend itſelf by land, taking | up=. _.. 


on us to protect them by ſea. againſt all attempts of the a lap We ought, indeed, 


to have the precaution to cohtrive theſe means of defence in fuch a manner, that the 
| ſoldiers, enliſted on a Dutch ſettlement, ſhould (mixed with old ſoldiers) defend a poſt = 
_ conquered from the French; ; rendering, by this means, ine ffectual the intrigues of | 
their reſpective mother - countries. Beſides this, no officers. ſhould be emplo yed in thoſe 
ſtations but Britons; and as many Britiſh ſubjects as we could ſpare re be at all times 

_ diſperſedamong the common men, not only to watch their new comrades, but to inſpire... 
them with ſentiments congenial to their own. Adding to this, the reſolution of ſubdu- 
ing no other poſſeſſions than ports and iſlands, it ſhould follow, that we might as ei- 
fly protect our conqueſts as our own actual dominions. I 

If the poſſeſſor of many different compact eſtates be active and well mounted, bs | 
will be able to ſurvey them all in ſucceſſion, and know « every part of them; and, 3 
if he can truſt his ſtewards, after having choſen them with caution, he may keep. at : 
ſuch eſtates in gocd order: not ſo if he be forced to diſmount, to croſs marſhes and 
mountains, to encounter difficulties' at every ſtep, and to ſuffer annoyance from his A 
diſaffected tenants in every place. This humble ſketch, my lords, preſents. to 
you the emblem of à nation whoſe dominions abroad ſhould be too extenſive. 
One hundred iſlands and ſeparate ſettlements may eaſily be governed by. the ſame |. 
movements which govern. the chief, in the ſame manner as a whole. regiment of . 
foldiers, by fixing their eyes on their een, perform their exerciſe i in perfect u 
niſon. 

Within the two laſt centuries we have had three e of pub confe- 
deracies on continents, which originated after the ſame manner. We have ſeen 
united cantons, united provinces, before we ſaw UNITED STATES ; but ſuch re- 
volutions, my lords, cannot originate in iflands and ſettlements unconnected with 
— other, whilſt we have the precaution to guard the coaſts from our enemies 
approach with reſpectable fleets, and to ſecure the affections of the inhabitants by 
a mild and equal government. Inſurtections, if any happen in ſingle iſlands, are 
at all times of ſmall importance, and the fame force, which would quench a revolt 
in one, might perform the ſame ſervice ſucceſſively i in ten more, as they are not in 
a condition to aſſiſt each other ſeparately, nor have in e ſufficient re- 
ſources to riſe and reſiſt alone. | 

Though I have proved myſelf much averſe to the maxim of e by arms 
the ſubmiſſion of any part of an empire to the other, yet I am convinced of the ne- 
ceſſity of acknowledging a metropolis and a centrical power in a well-governed ſtate, 
my the ſuperiority of that power muſt not indeed be problematical; for, if it can once 
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be doubted, it were infinitely too dangerous to hazard it on the point of the ſword : 
ſince, Whenever it is ſucceſsfully oppoſed, it muſt be given up, leſt univerſal rum 
TRA $i i centett; fon 7, OEM SL)” 


\ Your lordſhips would miſunderſtand me, were you to ſuppoſe that I recommend a 
SUBMISSIVE PEACE in preference to an honourable attempt to recover our impor- 5 
tance. Ionly adviſe you to put an end to A DISGRACEFUL AND DESPERATE WAR, If 
there were a poſlibility that England could conquer America, however my heart 
might ſuffer, I would pronounce, with tears in my eyes, the dreadful ſentence, that 
IT OUGHT, TO BE CONQUERED,——But I have no ſuch ſentence to pronounce : 
our misfortunes will not be terminated by a continuation of coercive meaſures ; | 
I acknowledge that your faults are not a conſolation for the loſs of our colo- 
nies, but I know that the work is done, that we cannot regain them; and that, by 
waſting blood and treaſure, we ſhall effect no favourable change whatever. Upon 
this principle, then, I would propoſe it to look for compenſations elfewhere, rather 
than to proſecute a conteſt equally obſtinate and fruitleſs. . InDzeENDENCYIs the great 
object of the Americans, which they will Neves loſe fight of, though they were re- 
duced. to the laſt extremity; the day is paſt when we could force them to alter 
their plan, and renounce that degree of freedom, which they have ſealed with their 


blood. You might ſooner make France a province of the Britiſh empite, than r. 


duce thoſe INTREPID REPUBLICANS to obedience, . Our pride (if not our wiſdom) 


ought to determine us, without farther loſs of time, to acknowledge them independent, 


It is not long ſince they petitioned us, and we would not liſten to their propoſitions! You 
little thought, my lords, when you refuſed to pay any regard to their prayers, that your 
own petitions would ſoon after be diſmiſſed from their national aſſemblies with con- 
We have ſeen, by that example, the precatiouſneſs of extenſive poſſeſſions 
on a remote continent; ſince the makes or obſtinacy of a few men have been 
ſufficient to operate the ſeparation of the Britiſh empire: this dire event ought to be 
a warning to England, never to think again of continental dominions. Like your lord- 
ſhips, future miniſters might be deceived, and, in the moment of their deluſion, 
once more bring the nation into the ſame dilemma: revolutions of that importance 
could not have happened, had we been in poſleſſion of all the iſlands on the globe. 
By placing officers of known and tried abilities in every ſettlement, and laying 
down the ſtricteſt diſcipline, as our firſt principle, we not only could eaſily draw from 
each iſland a body of men, ſufficient to defend it inwardly ; but, if any of them were 
to attempt to withſtand us, we ſhould poſſeſs the ſureſt means of quickly reducing it, 
by aſſiſting the troops ſtationed there with the neighbouring forces, and by blocking them 
up with our ſhips; thus, deſtroying rebellion in its bud, we might prevent its taking 
root and becoming formidable. Therefore we may wiſh to lee united, and might 
preſerve under our dominions, all the iſlands we ſhould be able to conquer: as long 
as we keep the empire of the ſeas, they will remain ours: whilſt we muſt add the moſt 
profound political meaſures to the uſe of our forces, if we ever mean to preſerve any 
poſt on the continent. lk!!! 


The 


r 


tw). 


The Britiſh territories in \ India, as well as the ports which may by treaties remain 
in our hands in North America, cannot indeed be effectually kept by our military alone: 
'$:, politics, my lords, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, muſt land there at the 
head of our ſoldiers, and you ought to endeavour to keep up, at all times, amongſt 
dur friends, (J go not ſay your tools,) a ſtrong intereſt in favour of government, in- 


ſtead of including, as you have done, the innocent with the guilty in ruinous procla- 


mations, and thereby rendering thetr union n neceſary,and forcing them 'to embrace the 
| common cauſe, 

By plundering and burning whole towns, and deſtroying indiſcriminately the pro- 
perties of thouſands, we induced the rational and neutral part of the Americans to 
join with the adventurers who firſt took the field in their country, and to juſtify the 
conduct of the latter, by coming forth in arms themſelves to poet their homes: fo 
much ate we indebted to the atrocious plan of deſtruction! We ate eaſed, in- 
deed, of great cares for the future,by the ſeceſſion of our colonies ; their increaſe would 
Have rendered them very troubleſome but we have other ſettlements on continents left, . 
Which we muſt govern'upon a more liberal plan, if we mean to keep them. Except, 
however, that of Gibraltar, which ought rather to be looked upon as an advanced poſt 
than a continental poſſeſſion ; a ſtrong garriſon, a numerous train of artillery, with 
ſufficient ammunition and proviſions, and a good ſquadron in the Mediterranean ſeas, 
being the only means which ought at all times to be thought of to ſecure this moſt im- 

Portant fortification to Great-Britain, 

It may be aſked, how many flects, on the immehle ſeale I have traced, the pro- 
tection of our dominions would requite? I anſwer, my lords, that a very trifling 
number of ſhips, above your actual eſtabliſhment; might anſwer every emergency of 
the ſtate, Twenty firſt-rates, with the ſame number of ſecond and third rates, pro- 
perly diſpoſed in three ſtrong diviſions, would at all times protect the parent king- 
dom and our ſiſter Ireland againft the boafted and ridiculous attempts of the houſe of 
Bourbon on our coaſts. Thirty frigates might be added to them to watch our ene- 
Wies' motions on all fides. Four ſhips of the firſt and fix of the ſecond and third 
rates, divided into two ſquadrons, and kept in communication by the aſſiſtance of ten more 
Irigates, might (added to the forces we have already in the Eaſt-Indies and to our com- 
pany's marine) enable us, Hot only to guard our Eaſtern ſettlements, but to ſubdue 
thoſe of the Dutch, and annihilate the French company @ ſecond time. 

The proteQion of the. Weſt-India iſlands, that of Halifax, St. Auguſtin, and Pen- 
ſacola, would demand but a few tons. Fare ſhips from home to be combined with 
the American forces. Twenty fail at the utmoſt would be wanted on 
our part: That power, which could contend fo long with Great-Britain, can 
require but little aſſiſtance to protect their coaſts againſt foreign powers, provided we 
ſhould help them at firſt in conveying their goods to our markets, and carrying, in our 
dotioms, returns to their own ports, In time of war, a ſquadron in the Baltic, and « good 
admiral to head the fleets of bur allies in thoſe ſeas, with a reſpectable fleet in the b ay, 
and a fmalleroneat Minorca, fit to be occaſionally divided into two ſquadrons, would com- 
plete our eſtabliſhment, Perhaps, my lords, you might find it quny convenient — — 
— | SEL 


aſter to keep nearly the ſame. forces in time of peace; ſince peace forGreat-Britain, ac- 


ſent diſtreſs. 


* 
* 
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Our fleets in the gulph of Mexico, and thoſe on the Weſt-India ſtation 


leaſt, contribute jointly with others, in proportion to their riches, to effect the ſame 
perpete.: i. ole io oh d hg we e e ant? aha); 
Tusk MEANS, my lords, the obſcure man who addreſſes you looks upon as the 
ſureſt (if not the only) way of retrieving the dignity of GREAT-BRITAIN. He 
may miſtake in ſeveral points; but he is thoroughly convinced, with the ma- 


jority of his countrymen, that all procraſtination ſhould now be at an end, that the moſt 
active meaſures muſt be immediately adopted, and that a demi-plan will not ſucceed. Lou 


might have waſted all the riches of this opulent nation without reducing America; and 
at preſent your efforts would be as ineffectual againſt foreign powers, unleſs, before you 
engage them, you have a general political view, and ſtrike at once our enemies (and all 
of them) on every fide. Your long patience, my lords, will then ſhine as the effect 
of concealed genius, and it will appear, that your abilities were moſt ſtrenuouſly exerted. 
at the very moment that you were ſuppoſed to be inactive. Poſterity, may yet have 
occaſion to ſay, in mentioning the period of your adminiſtration, that, if you loſt. A- 
merica, it was but an 1iNDIFFERENT Loss in compariſon of your great atchievements 
in all other parts of the worle. , al rn ob. 
I confeſs My PLAN to be a laborious taſk, my lords: ſince you have not only to 
conquer yourenemies'dominions,and their trade to engroſs, but likewiſe the naval pow- 
er of your FUTURE allies to eſtabliſh. Frederic, Guſtavus, Catharine, Chriſtian, the Ve- 
netian ſtates, are to ſhare with usthe em pireof the ſeas, whilſt the French, the Spaniards, the 
Portugueſe, and the Dutch, are to be ſent home at the ſame time that the creſcent is to 
be expelled from Europe. This is a ſerious work; butIdare to remind your lordſhips, 
that all theſe laſt- mentioned powers are equally our enemies, and that, till the whole 
is performed, you have done nothing. You ought to conſider yourſelves as bound to 
| the ſtate, to your ſoyereign, to your places, to fulfil theſe ſolemn duties: the empire of 


the ocean ought to be Great-Britain's ; it is the only one which can replace America; 


and that empire, if well governed, can never be taken from our hands: but the 
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fared oy * ing it is HEverts be at peace with Franee und Spain, 0g 0 „ 
thirty. gu their colours, Mall appear on the ocean. 
The Rees Nat of an invaſion' from the French ports is of 60 ename 
caſt, that, when it is known that three hundred tranſports could not bring over half 
the number of foldiers, neeeffary to make good their Tandifg and keep the field, and 
that a fleet of twenty men of war would ſeareely be ſufficient to protect their deſeent, 
the fears of the weak - minded wi quickly Abd: it true that the French, by ap- 
pearing intent on making an Invaſion in this country, keep a greater part of our forces i in 
the channel, and have forced our militia to take the field; but this, inſtead of being a: 
hurt to England, will prove, my lords, a very effential ſervice, and point out to your lord 
ſhips means ofdefence for the future you little thought of before; you ſhould profit t by 

the warinth of Britons to defend their country, to eſtabliſh, beſides the millitia, 2 
volunteers on horſe-back, whoſe duty were to patrole along the ech le 
parts of the ſea- ſhore, and form themſelves into bodies, wherever the ene - 
my, in cafe of a landing, might make their firſt appearance, detaining them by 
ſkirmiſhes, until the alarm were ſpread by gbt-bouſes, and communicated; 
from poſt to poſt, by a chain of theſe volunteers throughout the kingdom, in order 
that the neighbouring army ſhould advance and bring a ſufficient force to refift;. 
and oblige the invaders to rezimbatk : 'theſe precautions, my lords, are neceſſary, 
though there is a great probability that the new corps would be uſeleſs as active 
troops; but the French, who mean to keep our forces at home, will be kept i in awe. 
themſelves, when they ſee that we are upon our guard on all fides: and we 
thus be enabled to fend out of our ports ſome more active ſguudrons againſt their idle feet. 
1 have nearly pointed out all the objects we ought to think- of, and ſhewa to 
vor kor pe fan advantageous remedies for the recovery of Great-Brirain; but I 
Ao not pretend to be wiſer than the cabinet,” or affert, that you cannot abſolutely find 
means of repairing the various evils under which we labour: if, amongſt my ideas, 
were were one which might have fixed your attention, 1 ſhould congratulate myſelf, 
as 'a Briton, for having made a tender of it to my country: I hope, at any rate, to 
Have convinced you, by this addreſs, that my object is really the good of the nation, 
und that I did not mean to flatter #'patty any more than to ebufe Nicol, Your- 
antagoniſts have their faults as well as you, and I am of opinion, that, at this mo- 
ment, they would not extricate us more eaſily than yourſelves, who Know, better. 

than the reſt of the nation, how and by what means we are fallen. 

Therefore, my lords, do not notice the declamations of envy and diſeppointed. 
ambition, as long as you can Rand againft them, and, above all, if you can be more 
Jortunate than you hitherto have been: it would be perhaps too dangerous that 
the errors you are reproached with ſhould be repaired by another ſet of mi- 
niſters: human paffions are much to be feared, when they inflame the boſoms of 
men in power, and amongſt your antagoniſts there are ſome who would net ſpare 
you, if they could have a pretext to appear zealous at your coſt.— I 4now Bu 
one inſtance, MY LORDS, in which you cannot refuſe, in honour, Po GIVE ur 
THE POINT AND To RESIGN mean, in ere your perſons ere ſo obnoxious to che 
Americans, 
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+ Aran that the firſt banden they ſhould inſiſt upon avonigſt the een of i 6 
the peace, next to their independency, WERE TO TREAT WITH OTHER MINISTERS—— 145 * 
your lordſhips know too well the conſequence of our union with America to reſiſt their 
wiſhes in that reſpect, were a perpetual war, and the utter ruin of this country, to be 
dhe fatal conſequences oF YOUR REMAINING IN OFFICE. | J. 
But this is the only caſe in which I would admit the propriety of your removal. 
1 feel much for your ſituation, my lords, and ſee clearly that the point is tickliſh- „ Fi 
but, great as would be the danger for your lordſhips, let me tell you, that your cou: 
rage ought to be above it: you cannot hide it from yourſelves, that the nation will 1 
rather put up with your RETREAT than with additional misfortunes z and that, con- 
ſequently, you ought to retire, if you were an obſtacle to our ſucceſſes. 3 h 
more experienced and intereſted miniſters are not (as I have obſerved) to be found a- 
mongſt us, yet, fince it would be/eſs dangerous for the nation to be deprived of your aſ- 
fiſtance, than Yo ſacrifice all hope and proſpect of happineſs To AN 0BSTINATE PRE» _ Þ} 
 JUDICE ix YOUR FAVOUR, Britons would undoubtedly prefer their preſervation to 
your own—agreeable to this incontrovertible maxim, that, of two evils, we ought + '} 
to chooſe the leaſt © and, ſurely, no evil to England can be more ruinous in its con 
ſequences than a continuation of the war with America. > 
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